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We offer this list of Long Island native trees (T), shrubs (S), 
subshrubs (SS) and vines (V) that we recommend  for planting 
in those coastal/maritime natural areas and landscapes that 
are influenced by onshore winds and salt spray from the 
ocean and bays.  Although similar lists exist, they include 
both non-native species and native species that are not 
available from local Long Island nurseries.  The purpose of 
our guide is to provide a simple list of native woody species 
that are available from Long Island nurseries.  For specific 
information on availability, please contact the authors.

For each of the species listed, we have indicated those 
ecological communities in which they occur. The ecological 
communities are adapted from those published in Ecological 
Communities of New York State (Edinger et al. 2014). 

Long Island Native Woody Plants for Landscaping 
and Restoration of Seaside Environments

Stephen Young, Eric Lamont, Victoria Bustamante

The relative availability of each plant species to the nursery 
trade is ranked on a scale of 1 (readily available) to 3 
(difficult to source, but possibly available). To determine 
this availability, we consulted with five Long Island sources 
of native plant growers and/or wholesalers.  Note that 
availability is expected to vary over time. 

Homeowners and landscapers should be aware that work 
or planting in or near a tidal wetland, water body, or 
watercourse, or within these ecological communities, may 
require a state or local permit.  For further information 
contact the permits program of the New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation before working 
in a natural area.

(Continued on next page)
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