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A Message from our President 

win conservation alternatives. Together with our 
many partners, we have conserved nearly 14,000 
acres on Long Island.   

It takes many hands to make conservation successful, 
and your fingerprints are all over this work:

• Rich and productive farmland in the hands of 
new and established farmers growing a wide 
diversity of vegetables, fruits, herbs, trees, 
flowers, and many other crops  

• Wetlands, shorelines, ponds, estuaries and 
rivers that are being revitalized for shellfish 
and the marine ecosystem in response to 
overdevelopment and climate change  

• Cultural and historic places that reflect our past 
and point a way to the future where all members 
of our communities are engaged and celebrated 

• Woodlands and meadows that provide important 
wildlife and plant habitats while they filter rain 
en route to the aquifer, all providing places for 
our minds, bodies, and souls to restore and soar  

As we set the stage for the next 40 years and beyond, 
we are embarking on a bold course, one that will 
ensure that the Trust is built to last for future 
generations. Because the past is prologue, we know 
for certain that current conservation challenges are 
opportunities for a better future. Together, we will 
continue to conserve and steward the places we 
know and love on Long Island and support a vision 
where farms, nature, and communities thrive.    

As 2023 
comes 

to a close, I 
reflect, with 
tremendous 
gratitude, on 
all that you 
have enabled 
the Trust to 
accomplish 
during our 

first 40 years of 
conservation. We have celebrated, we have reflected, 
and now we look forward. 

I’ve always believed that this organization would 
accomplish great things in partnership with 
donors, landowners, communities, and all levels 
of government. It was apparent from the start that 
there was a void to be filled by a conservation 
organization that approached everyone with 
respect, pragmatism, and innovation. Of course, 
none of us who founded the Trust (myself, 
Terry Stubelek, Richie King, Roy Wines, and Ted 
Sharretts) could have envisioned the breadth and 
scope of this work in the early 1980s. But what you 
see in this newsletter illustrates the many things 
that we are doing because of you.  

With your help, we have truly created an institution, 
a community asset, that conserves Long Island’s 
working farms, natural lands, and heritage for our 
communities now and in the future, like no other.  
We listen to the needs, goals, and circumstances of 
landowners and communities alike. We understand 
the conservation values of the land around us and, 
from a problem-solving perspective, we craft win-

John with Through Farms and Fields 
Honoree Howard Marks
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We were very pleased this summer to partner with 
members of the Niamuck Land Trust to offer 

you four opportunities to experience our local waters 
and landscapes through an Indigenous lens. These 
included two guided nature paddles launched from 
the shoreline of Shinnecock lands into Shinnecock Bay, 
a guided walk at the medicinal herb bed at Bridge 
Gardens, and a guided nature walk through woodland 
and fields on Shinnecock territory. Attendees were 
excited to hear more about the heritage, culture, and 
perspectives of members of Shinnecock who shared 
their knowledge and expertise, including Bianca 
Collins, Roddy Smith, and Shane Weeks. 

More programs in partnership with the Niamuck 
Land Trust are being planned for the 2024 season. 

Partnerships  

Niamuck Land Trust Partnership 
Connects People to the Land 

The Niamuck 
Land Trust 
was founded 
in November 
2021. Their 
mission is 
to protect, 
preserve, and 
purchase, 
sacred 
and culturally significant sites of the Shinnecock 
Community and Sister Tribes. The Peconic Land Trust 
is committed to working in partnership with Niamuck 
to help enable the success of their mission, not only to 
protect land sacred to the Shinnecock people, but also 
to help raise awareness of their culture and to respect 
their connection to the land. 

To learn more about Niamuck Land Trust, visit 
their website at www.NiamuckLandTrust.org

The Peconic Land Trust acknowledges that the region – Paumanake (Long Island)/
Sewanhacky (Long Island) – where we work and live is the ancestral territory of many 

communities of Indigenous people. We honor their stewardship of the land for over 
10,000 years. We accept our responsibility to protect their cultural and traditional 

connections to the land.



Amanda Merrow
Quail Hill Farm 

Apprentice:  2008

Current Role: 
Co-Founder, Amber Waves 

Farm; Board member, 
Peconic Land Trust

As a QHF apprentice, 
Amanda met her friend 

Katie Baldwin. Together 
they went on to found 

Amber Waves Farm on 
land conserved by the Trust in Amagansett. Today, 

Amanda sits on the Trust’s board and works to 
educate other people about agriculture. Amber Waves 

has gone on to graduate 50 farm apprentices from 
their program.  
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Learning the Land  

Conserving the places we all know and love wouldn’t be possible without the people to steward the land, 
work with farmers and landowners, share our message, and so much more. Each year the Trust hires 

interns and Quail Hill Farm (QHF) apprentices to gain hands-on experience and learn more about conservation 
and stewardship. 

Thanks to your support, we’re able to pay them for their time or work with their school to earn them college 
credit. Over the past 40 years, we’ve had over 175 interns and apprentices working with us. That’s multiple 
generations of conservationists out there in the world! 

While many are pursuing careers across the globe, some have stayed close to home. Here are a few former 
apprentices and interns that are currently working with the Peconic Land Trust. 

Matt Swain
Intern: 2007 & 2008

Current Role: Vice 
President, Peconic 
Land Trust

Matt’s work with our 
Stewardship Department 
during college inspired 
his senior thesis on 
conservation easements 
and land use planning. In 
2009 he joined the Trust 
full-time as a Land Steward and has worked with us 
ever since. Appreciating all the Trust has done to help 
him succeed, he looks to mentor the younger staff and 
lay the groundwork for the Trust’s next 40 years.

Julia G. King 
Intern:  2011

Current Role: Digital 
Communications 
Associate, Peconic 
Land Trust

Julia worked with our 
North Fork Stewardship 
team as an intern. Her days involved maintaining the 
Ag Center for community gardeners, organizing files, 
and visiting easements. Joining the Marketing and 
Communications Department full time in 2020, she 
now shares the work of the Trust with all of you.

Madison Aldrich
Quail Hill Farm 
Apprentice:  2020 
& 2021

Current Role: Farm 
Manager, Quail Hill 
Farm

After two years as an 
apprentice at Quail Hill 
Farm, Madison was 
asked to lead the next 
round of apprentices 

in 2022 as Farm Manager. “The purpose of the 
apprenticeship is to create a space where young 
farmers can develop farm management skills, and I 
feel honored to have been given the opportunity to 
see that through at the very place that planted the 
seed for me.”
Do you know a high school or college student interested in a conservation-based internship? Please have them send a resume and 
brief cover letter to Human Resources at EPlitt@PeconicLandTrust.org.

Trust Welcomes Interns from the Brooklyn Queens Land Trust  

The Next Generation  
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In late August, Yvette Salsedo,    
 Dan Heston, and Brendan 

Minogue joined summer interns 
from the Brooklyn Queens Land 
Trust (BQLT) for a day of touring 
the Ag Center at Charnews Farm, 
Shellfisher Preserve, and the 
Wolf and Reese Preserves.

The students from Brooklyn Tech 
High School were accompanied 
by their summer Youth Education and Engagement 
Fellow Megan Cooper and BQLT Board Member 
Emeritus Irene Van Slyke to experience a very different 
type of land trust. BQLT is an amazing organization 
protecting and conserving community gardens and 
open spaces for public use and enjoyment.

“Visiting the Peconic Land Trust gave our interns the 
opportunity to see sustainable agriculture and land 
management beyond the community garden space and 

Deep Hole Creek Has a New Farmer! 
This past summer, the 

Trust sold the former 
Koehler property along 
New Suffolk Avenue 
at Deep Hole Creek 
to a new conservation 
owner: Will Peckham 
of West Robins Oyster 
Company, Inc.

This 15-acre property in 
Mattituck was acquired 
by the Trust in July 

2022 from the Koehler family with the help of the local 
community and Southold Town. The farmland has 
been perpetually protected and is now in the hands of a 
grower assuring that it will be put back into agricultural 
production. Over 120 community members contributed 
to the conservation of the land, donating $670,000. 
Southold Town purchased the development rights on 
the farmland. If not protected, the property could have 
been developed with seven residential lots. Thank you to 
all who supported this effort!

Will responded to the Request for Proposals (RFP) the 
Trust issued with a plan to put the 12.2 acres of farmland 
back into agricultural production. A mariculture farmer, 
Will is looking at opportunities to grow and support his 
oyster cultivation while improving the water quality of 

the creek, as well as expanding into terrestrial farming in 
cooperation with a local organic farmer.  

“West Robins began in 2016 with guiding values of 
raising the profile of New York’s shellfish aquaculture 
industry while improving our local marine 
environment. Over the past seven years, as our shellfish 
farm has grown, we sought a waterfront home where 
we could put down roots and continue to grow our 
business and positive environmental impact. Before the 
Trust’s involvement, we closely watched this property 
approach the market but knew it was out of reach for a 
farmer financially. I would like to express my deepest 
gratitude to the Trust, the Town of Southold, the local 
community and partner Dirt Capital for investing 
in conservation and aligning your dollars with our 
community values,” said Will.  

He added: “We will prioritize thoughtful agricultural 
use of the property, focusing on building soil health 
and reducing runoff into Deep Hole Creek through 
low-till and no-till agriculture. When the time is right, 
we look forward to opening our doors to the local 
community to share our progress on how we are using 
our farm business as a force for good in Mattituck and 
Deep Hole Creek.” 

We wish Will all the best in his ag business! 

Interested in connecting with Will? Visit him online 
at www.westrobins.com or email him at will@westrobins.com.

Trust Welcomes Interns from the Brooklyn Queens Land Trust  

Farms for the Future  

understand more how everyone, 
from a small gardener in Brooklyn 
to a farmer in Southold, can work 
to be a steward of this land,” said 
BQLT’s Megan Cooper.

Their questions were insightful, 
and the conversations were 
thought-provoking. Dan 
Heston added, “As the Director 
of Agricultural Programs at 

the Peconic Land Trust, and a local farmer, I 
was pleased to see the enthusiasm and great 
questions of the participants of the Brooklyn 
Queens Land Trust.” 

“Every future farmer starts by 
planting a seed in a garden.” - Dan

To learn more about the BQLT, visit them online at 
www.BQLT.org.
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Thanks to our 2022 strategic planning process 
that included our board, staff, and community 

members, the Peconic Land Trust is implementing 
its Mapping the Future: Vision & Action Strategic 
Plan that will take us From 40 to Forever.    

This vision is built around four pillars:
• Sense of Place: Conserving and Stewarding   

Natural, Agricultural, and Cultural Resources. 

• Food, Farms, and Farmers: Advancing    
Agricultural Viability and Access to   
Healthy Food. 

• Land and People: Connecting and Growing a   
Diverse Conservation Community.  

• Built to Last: Ensuring a Strong and Enduring   
Organization.  

For the past 40 years, you and your family, friends, 
and neighbors have made it possible for us to 
complete over 500 projects, conserving nearly 14,000 
acres of working farms, forests, shorelines, and land 
sacred to our Indigenous communities.  

You have also made it possible for us to protect our 
groundwater and restore the health of our coastal 
ponds and estuaries. And to provide new and 
established farmers alike with access to farmland, 
expertise, and opportunities. 

This is just the beginning. 
There is more land to conserve in the face of 
unrelenting development. The more land we 
conserve, the more perpetual stewardship 
responsibilities we have to restore, manage, and 
protect it. And, the more conserved land we have, 
the more opportunities exist to connect everyone 
in our community to land, programs, and activities 
that are relevant to their lives. 

Ultimately, we must ensure that the Trust has the 
resources and competent, experienced staff to take 
on the challenges of the future. We have been in 
the midst of a leadership transition over the past 
5 years as senior staff members have retired and 
both younger and newer staff have moved into key 
roles. Over the coming years, our founder John v.H. 
Halsey, will also relinquish his role as President. 
Our Board and staff will accomplish all transitions 
with foresight, transparency, and care.  

With your help, we will ensure that the next 
generation of leadership has the tools and resources 
to fulfill our responsibilities to you, our community, 
and to the land and resources that we protect.  

We look forward to engaging with you as 
we move forward! 

  Mapping the Future

Setting the Stage for the 
Next Generation of Conservationists

Vision: A Long Island where farms, nature, and communities thrive.



Conservation can’t happen without you!Conservation can’t happen without you!

Your immediate support is more critical than ever.  
There are tens of thousands of acres that can still be lost.

Giving is easy! Simply return the enclosed gift envelope or connect with us at:
www.PeconicLandTrust.org/Give     |      631-283-3195     |      Info@PeconicLandTrust.org

Your gift today means:
Clean drinking water and waterways  |  Fresh, locally grown food

Habitat for plants and animals  |  Farms and farmland
Healthy wetlands and meadows  |  Protection of sacred land
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  Mapping the Future

To learn more about Mapping the Future, contact Yvette DeBow 
Salsedo, Vice President, at YDebow@PeconicLandTrust.org.

From 40 . . . to Forever: The Four Pillars
With a view to the next 40 years and beyond, we remain committed to our mission and will focus our 
efforts described in these four pillars: 

 ∞ Increase Land 
Protection through 
Collaboration 

 ∞ Expand Public Access 
and Interpretation 

 ∞ Practice Innovative 
Stewardship to Improve 
Resource Health 
 

 ∞ Engage in Stewardship, 
Research, Water 
Quality, and Climate 
Adaptation  
Partnerships 

 ∞ Provide Conservation 
Easement Education 
and Engagement  

 ∞ Expand Quail Hill Farm 
Programs 

 ∞ Provide Opportunities 
for Underrepresented 
Farmers 

 ∞ Expand Regenerative 
Agriculture  
 

 ∞ Expand Farmland 
Leasing Program 

 ∞ Expand Farmer Support 

 ∞ Build Awareness and 
Understanding of the Ag 
Program 

 ∞ Define Organizational 
Structure, Leadership, 
and Staff to Support 
Succession of the 
President 

 ∞ Build Organizational 
Diversity 

 ∞ Improve Organizational 
Effectiveness and 
Efficiency 
 

 ∞ Support Affordable 
Housing  

 ∞ Ensure Adequate Funding 
to Implement the Plan 

 ∞ Track Plan Implementation 

 ∞ Increase Awareness of  
the Trust 

 ∞ Build Partnerships with 
Underserved Communities 

 ∞ Expand Event Relevance 
and Participation 
 

 ∞ Expand Bridge Gardens as 
a Community Resource 

 ∞ Inspire a Conservation 
Ethic Among Youth 

SENSE OF PLACE 

Conserving and 
Stewarding 

Natural, Agricultural, 
and Cultural Resources 

FOOD, FARMS, AND 
FARMERS 

Advancing Agricultural 
Viability and Access 

to Healthy Food 

LAND AND PEOPLE

Connecting and 
Growing a Diverse 

Conservation 
Community 

BUILT TO LAST

Ensuring a Strong 
and Enduring 
Organization 
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Through Farms and Fields  

Thank you to everyone who joined us at our annual celebration of our local bounty. We thank the 
Salm Family for generously hosting us at the historic Port of Missing Men in North Sea. This estate 

on Scallop Pond is adjacent to a thousand acres of protected land.

At this year’s event we celebrated the Trust’s 40th Anniversary and honored longtime Trust 
supporter Howard Marks. Howard is the Co-Chairman of Oaktree Capital Management and has 
been a donor and member of our Trustees Council for over a decade. He has had a significant 

impact on the Trust’s ability to conserve land here on Long Island. 

It was a glorious day! Thank you.  

Save the Date - August 4, 2024     |      www.PeconicLandTrust.org/TFF2024

Through Farms & Fields
august 6, 2023 
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Interested in learning more?  Contact Julie Wesnofske, Senior 
Project Manager at JWesnofske@PeconicLandTrust.org.

Conservation   

Save the Date - August 4, 2024     |      www.PeconicLandTrust.org/TFF2024

Millions of Long 
Island residents 

rely on groundwater as 
their sole drinking water 
source. It’s important 
to preserve areas where 
water is filtered back into 
the ground. The recent 
purchase of 15.7 acres in 
Manorville will help.

Working with the Town 
of Brookhaven, the Trust 
purchased a parcel from 
the Presbytery of Long 
Island on  South Street 
in Manorville, within the Pine Barrens Compatible 
Growth Area. The property was identified by the Town 
as a conservation priority due to its location within the 
Special Groundwater Protection Area and its proximity 
to land owned by Suffolk County Water Authority. 

It can cost up to 10 times more to produce clean 
drinking water from wells where surrounding land is 
heavily developed than from wells in the Pine Barrens 
where the land is protected.

Funding for the acquisition comes 
from a $2.3 million New York State 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation (NYSDEC) grant 
awarded to the Trust in December 
2017 for implementation of a 
Regional Aquifer Protection Land 
Acquisition Program (RAPLAP).

John v.H. Halsey, President of 
the Peconic Land Trust, said, 
“The Trust is pleased to work 
with the NYSDEC and the Town 
of Brookhaven to protect our 
important groundwater resources. 
This is our fourth acquisition in the 

Town of Brookhaven that will contribute to the 
health and well-being of Brookhaven residents.”

In addition to protecting Long Island’s drinking 
water source, the newly conserved land will be 
used for passive recreation, such as hiking and 
birdwatching, with potential improvements 
including a foot trail, trail markers, and a kiosk.
Want to learn more? Contact Josh Halsey, Environmental 
Programs Manager at JoshHalsey@PeconicLandTrust.org. 

Protecting Groundwater for Future Generations 

Great news for conservation in Springs! A 
conservation-minded individual wishing to 

remain anonymous recently donated two parcels 
to the Peconic Land Trust creating the Beachway 
Preserve, located on Beachway and Windward Way. 
The preserve will provide a relatively large open 
natural area with mature woodland in a densely 
populated neighborhood.

Prior to the donation, two residential structures were 
removed by the landowner. The cleared area was then 
planted with native grasses. 

Thank you to our friends in Springs for 
this gift to the community! 

Discover Beachway Preserve 



10 | www.PeconicLandTrust.org

Donor Spotlight  

Vito and Rosa Pietanza:  What the future could be...

Most Thursdays, Vito and Rosa 
Pietanza pack up the car 

and head east. Almost 100 miles 
from their home in Red Hook, 
their first stop is the Ag Center at 
Charnews Farm to check on Vito’s 
community garden plot.  

Vito sees the Ag Center as a model 
of “what the future could be.” 
When you see a head of Swiss 
chard in the refrigerated aisle of 
the grocery store, he explains, it’s 
easy to think that it just came from 
a farm. But it didn’t. It was picked 
10 days ago in California, shipped 
1,500 miles to sit in a distribution 
center, then trucked to your grocery store a few days 
later. In all those days and all those miles, it loses 
freshness, flavor, nutritional value, and something else 
that’s harder to put into words.

At the Ag Center, Vito grows artichokes. Not just 
artichokes, of course. There are rows of tomatoes, 
peppers, and cucumbers. There’s basil and oregano, 
chard, celery, lettuce, and arugula. On tall bamboo 
trellises, fagiolini pinti (long green beans from Puglia) 
reach towards the summer sun. The bamboo came from 
a grove on the edge of the farm, where Vito and other 
volunteers helped cut it back on a community workday. 
A favorite story around the farm comes from that 
afternoon, when everyone turned around to see Vito 
driving up towards the gardens, 15 foot bamboo stalks 
poking out both sides of his Saturn sedan.

Surrounded by other community gardeners and 
farmers in the Trust’s incubator program, Vito has 
grown much more than just a beautiful crop of Swiss 

chard. From his 30’x20’ plot, he’s 
been able to discover and grow a 
world of connections – connections 
to a community of farmers and 
gardeners, to his own history and 
heritage, to the land itself, and to 
the next generation who will be 
responsible for stewarding it. He’s 
brought his granddaughters to 
help plant and harvest in “nonno’s 
garden,” teaching them to love the 
land the way he does. Vito believes 
in the Trust’s Farms for the Future 
Initiative because he knows how 
important it is to empower the next 

generation of farmers and stewards of 
this land.

Right now, Vito says, we have the opportunity to 
change the future. We have the chance to effect 
positive change for the environment, our communities, 
future generations, our health, and our food systems. 
He supports the Trust because he believes in our 
mission to educate our communities and help new 
and established farmers grow. If we want to have an 
alternative to that grocery store chard, we need to 
protect a future for farming on the East End.

To learn more about the Ag Center community gardens, contact 
Brendan Minogue, Stewardship Manager, at 
BMinogue@PeconicLandTrust.org. 
The Ag Center is located at 3005 Youngs Avenue in Southold. 

We are thankful to Vito and Rosa for 
their continued and steadfast support as 

community gardeners at our
Agricultural Center in Southold.

For more information, please contact Amanda Abraham at 
AAbraham@PeconicLandTrust.org.

Interested in honoring a loved one?  
Looking to commemorate a milestone?  

Give a gift to our 
Memorials at Preserves program 

and deepen your connection 
to the East End.  

Make a Memory,  Protect a Preserve  

Vito Pietanza in the Community Gardens 
at the Ag Center 
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Celebrating From 40... To Forever at Peconinic

Dede Moan: Through Farms and Fields Personifies the East End’s Beauty

For as long as she can 
remember, Dede has 

loved the East End. She 
loves beaches and tidepools, 
fresh air and farmland – 
but, most of all, she loves 
the people that call this 
beautiful place home. 
It’s fitting, then, that she 
first learned about the 
work of the Peconic Land 
Trust through her local 
community of friends   
and neighbors.

Not long after she purchased the Southampton Inn 
in downtown Southampton Village, Dede signed her 
children, Eddie and Shane, up for sailing lessons down 
the street on Shinnecock Bay. As a teenager, Eddie 
crewed for John, the Trust’s President, on his lightning 
sailboat, Windy Too. Dede would spend Wednesdays, 
weekends, and holidays out on the water watching the 
races. She cherishes the community she made there, 
the other moms and friends and sailors, as much as the 
many trophies that Eddie (and John) brought home.

So, when the opportunity to conserve almost 14 acres 
of woodland and wetlands along the Peconic River in 
Riverside came up a few years later, Dede immediately 
thought of the Trust. She wanted to help protect the 

We are thankful to Dede Moan for sharing her 
story, her time, and her creativity with us.  Dede, 

you are a dynamo, we are so grateful!

To learn more about Through Farms and Fields 2024 sponsorship 
opportunities, contact Amanda Abraham, Director of Development, 
at AAbraham@PeconicLandTrust.org. 

water quality of the Peconic Estuary and to preserve 
land where the community could connect with the 
waterfront. Thanks to her, those 14 acres in Riverside 
(now called Catcove) can be enjoyed in their natural state 
by kayakers and wildlife alike for generations to come.

Since partnering with the Trust to conserve Catcove, 
Dede has joined us every year in support of our annual 
country supper in celebration of our local bounty. “I 
don’t like some of the glitzy flashy parties,” she insists, 
“but I like this event that personifies the East End rather 
than the Hamptons. I love Through Farms and Fields!” 

She relishes the opportunity to connect, 
celebrate, and help grow the Trust’s mission. 

Dede supports the Trust because we don’t just conserve 
the beautiful natural landscape here on the East End, we 
also work to “develop a community of people who care 
about it.” She shares our commitment to preserving the 
sense of place and community that’s just as cherished – 
and just as fragile – as the natural ecosystems, wildlife 
habitats, and open spaces that our easements protect. 

Every year, the Trust gathers supporters, friends and colleagues for a day of fun at the Peconinic – our picnic! 
In June, we returned to the Ag Center at Charnews Farm and toured the fields, community gardens, and the 
newly renovated Case House. We met some of the farmers working the land and Tabbethia and her llamas 
from Long Island Yarn and Farm. Enjoyed lunch and music from East Bound Freight. A great day in celebration 
of conservation and the Trust’s 40th Anniversary. We look forward to seeing you in 2024!

Good Times  
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Bridge Gardens  

T here’s much to enjoy year round at Bridge 
Gardens! In winter, enjoy the stately beauty of 

evergreens, the sculptural form of leafless branches, 
and the heavenly scent of blooming witch hazel. 
Spring is heralded by colorful blooms from thousands 
of daffodils, snowdrops, crocuses, and more. Spring 
also starts our garden workshops, which this year 
included composting for soil health, starting seeds 
for the vegetable garden, how to grow fruit bearing 
plants, and our summer outdoor art workshops. 

A Season of Reflecting and Growing

2024 will offer more opportunities for you to enjoy Bridge Gardens! 
Open Daily 10am – 4pm, with Free Admission.

36 Mitchell Lane, Bridgehampton
See you there!

Other programming of note included a visit to the 
herb garden’s medicinal bed to learn traditional 
uses of herbs from an Indigenous perspective, and 
a talk with local experts about alternative landscape 
practices that protect our coastal ponds and wetlands. 

On your next visit, be sure to explore our new Tales 
on the Trail children’s story walk located in the new 
woodland trail near the driveway!

Have questions about the past, present, and future of Bridge Gardens? 
Email Garden Director Rick Bogusch at RBogusch@PeconicLandTrust.org.  
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Join us? Contact Amanda Abraham at AAbraham@
PeconicLandTrust.org to learn more and to make a gift.

The future of Bridge Gardens is unfolding. 
Donated to the Trust in 2008 by Jim Kilpatric 

and Harry Neyens, the garden under the direction 
of Rick Bogusch has expanded as a community 
resource: welcoming visitors daily and expanding 
the garden plantings to include more native plants 
and more fruits and vegetables, alongside its famous 
4-quadrant herb garden, lush perennial beds, and 
unique hedgerows. 

Now is the time to set the garden’s future and 
welcome more of our community through an updated 
building and more accessible garden pathways.  

We are working with Oza Sabbeth Architects, RLW4 
Builders, Araiys Design, and Stony Brook’s Center 
for Clean Water Technology to grow the amazing 

place Jim and Harry entrusted to us. The vision for 
the future includes: 

    • ADA-compliant entrances, pathways, and   
       restrooms, 
    • expanded spaces for educational programs, 
    • a teaching kitchen for garden to table   
       demonstrations, 
    • septic and water system upgrades,
    • solar panels, 
    • housing for the Garden Director. 

Bridge Gardens  

Cultivating Connections: The Campaign for Bridge Gardens

Rendering by Oza Sabbeth Architects showing a new building façade that incorporates sustainable wood siding 
and an extended roof design to maximize energy savings.

Rendering by Oza Sabbeth Architects includes the extension of the 
main floor as well as the installation of an elevator and 

ADA compliant bathrooms. 

New 
amphitheater 
and pathways 
designed by 

Araiys Design 
will improve 
access to the 
building and 

the inner 
garden.

In 2024, we are launching 
a special campaign to make this 

vision a reality. 
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Research Continues at Georgica Pond

CCE Staff on Georgica Pond.
With your support, the Trust is continuing to 

work with Cornell Cooperative Extension 
(CCE) of Suffolk County to conduct research on 
Georgica Pond in East Hampton to document the 
health of the pond, identify causes of concern, and 
eventually provide solutions to improve it. This 
multi-phased study continued over the summer as 
CCE staff looked at groundwater entering the pond. 

We know that nitrogen input via groundwater 
seepage is a critical factor influencing the nitrogen 
load of the pond. An over-abundance of nitrogen 
and other nutrients in the water leads to harmful 
algal blooms. We need to identify where nitrogen is 
entering Georgica Pond.

CCE staff started 
collecting samples 
close to the shore and 
moved further into the 
pond as the summer 
progressed. Porewater 
samples were collected 
and analyzed on-
site for temperature, 
conductivity, total 
dissolved solids 
(TDS), pH, and 
oxidation reduction 
potential (ORP). The comprehensive groundwater 
and porewater survey will identify and rank zones 
in the pond according to site specific water quality 
conditions. Once we pinpoint the locations of 
nitrogen-rich groundwater seepage into the pond we 
can seek funding for remediation.

Water Matters  

Sagg Pond Restoration Update

In addition to our work at Georgica Pond, the 
Trust has been looking at the negative impacts of 

overdevelopment, nitrogen loading, and other factors 
at nearby Sagg Pond in Sagaponack since 2019. 

Sagg Pond had some great news in October! The 
Trust was awarded a sizable grant from the Town of 
Southampton’s Community Preservation Fund (CPF) 
to support water quality improvements at the pond. 
This grant was leveraged by private funds from the 
Sagg Pond community and will be used to:

• install permeable reactive barriers to reduce 
nutrients from entering the pond through 
groundwater,

• help install I/A septic systems affordably with 
public subsidies,

• support further research and development,
• educate pond residents on how they can help,

• leverage private dollars to unlock public funding,
• sustain the Trust’s coordinating role in this crucial 

work, and
• inform future remediation work across the East 

End and beyond.

We are grateful to the Town and watershed donors 
who make this important work possible.

We were also happy to host Sagg Pond watershed 
residents in early November at the Bridgehampton 
Club.  We learned from the scientists working on 
these research and remediation efforts and discussed 
ways the community can help. Thank you to all who 
attended and showed their support!

Interested in learning more about our work with local ponds? 
For information about the various studies, as well as to learn how you can help support this vital work, contact 

Matt Swain at MSwain@PeconicLandTrust.org or Amanda Abraham@AAbraham@PeconicLandTrust. 
Matt and Amanda can also connect you to experts in sustainable landscaping, resources available to offset the 

costs of septic system replacement, and options for shoreline homeowners to protect water quality.

For more information on how you can help visit 
www.PeconicLandTrust.org/SaggPond.

Want to learn more? Visit www.PeconicLandTrust.org/
GeorgicaResearch.



from nearby landscapes. 
Alongside our partners at 
the Center for Clean Water 
Technology at Stony Brook 
University, we are helping 
to upgrade antiquated 
septic systems around the 
ponds to more advanced 
I/A septic systems, which 
reduce nitrogen from 

entering the groundwater and the pond. This will help 
for decades to come.

The Living Lands program is a companion piece to 
our on-going Free Lawn Expert program that has been 
offered at Bridge Gardens since 2014 with Paul Wagner 
of Greener Pastures Organics, also a partnership with 
Perfect Earth Project. This program is available weekly 
onsite from May through October. Or, you can email 
questions to LawnExpert@PeconicLandTrust.org.  
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Sagg Pond Restoration Update

Water Matters  

Making a Difference with the Perfect Earth Project

2023 Update:  Long Island River Otter Project
By Mike Bottini, Wildlife Biologist, Seatuck Environmental Association, MBottini@Seatuck.org

The river otter (Lontra canadensis), once not only 
inhabited rivers but was found in lakes, marshes, 
swamps, and tidal estuaries – large and small – wherever 
it could find its preferred aquatic prey that includes 
crayfish and bullfrog tadpoles in surprisingly small, 
shallow freshwater marshes and swamps. Water 
pollution, habitat loss and particularly unregulated 
trapping during the “Fur Trade Era” caused a dramatic 
decline in otter populations.  

Conservation laws that regulate water pollution, trapping, 
and protect wetlands have been key to protecting 
their habitat. The work of the Peconic Land Trust to 
conserve wetlands and the upland forest adjacent to our 
waterways is key to protecting water quality, otter prey 
resources, and otter den sites in which they have their 
young each Spring.

With funding from the Peconic Estuary Partnership 
and the assistance of Stony Brook University 

volunteer interns, Seatuck’s Long Island River Otter 
Project updated its map of the distribution of otters in the 
Peconic Estuary’s watersheds this year. The most efficient 
survey method for this largely nocturnal, elusive species 
with a very large home range is to search watersheds for 
their scent stations. These are placed within 15 feet of 
water at prominent upland features such as dams, points 
of land, and small islands. Otters will leave a “sign” at 
these scent stations including scrapes in the leaf litter and 
scats with the remains of their favorite prey: mainly fish. 
The function of these stations is thought to be a way for 
these gregarious, far-ranging creatures to communicate 
with one another. 

New sites were documented at the Peconic Land Trusts’ 
Broad Cove Preserve (at the outlet of Terry Creek), the 
Wolf Preserve on Hog Neck, at several Peconic Land 
Trust conservation easements bordering Hallock Bay in 
Orient, and at a number of other protected sites that the 
Trust was instrumental in working with the landowners 
to preserve, such as the Downs Farm Preserve and the 
Ruth Oliva Preserve at Dam Pond.

To learn more about the Living Lands Program, visit
perfectearthproject.org/resources/living-lands

The Peconic Land Trust 
has partnered with 

the Perfect Earth Project 
to shine a light on the 
restoration and remediation 
of our lands and waterways, 
initially with a focus on the 
land around Georgica and 
Sagg Ponds. 

The Living Lands Program, a new initiative of the 
Trust and the Perfect Earth Project, is designed 
to educate homeowners on proper lawn care and 
maintenance. Our goal is to improve our groundwater 
and waterways by reducing the use of harmful 
fertilizers and pesticides. With the Perfect Earth Project, 
we will create land-specific plans to help facilitate the 
transition from toxic landscape methods to nature-
based practices for homeowners.

Georgica Pond and Sagg Pond are two locations the 
Trust has been in the process of restoring for the last 
couple of years. The main issue these ponds are facing 
is the stress that harmful algal blooms are creating in 
our ponds due to the nitrogen and phosphorus runoffs 
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The Goings On at Quail Hill Farm - A Note from Layton

Quail Hill Farm 2023 apprentices and staff 
with the Snail of Approval Award.  

Quail Hill Farm   

By every measure, Quail Hill 
Farm’s 2023 CSA season 

was extraordinary: more than 
500 varieties of flowers, herbs, 
and vegetables nourished over 
200 families through our CSA 
program; we marked our fourth 
season of our Farm to Food 
Pantry program with our partners 
at The Center (formerly known 
as the Bridgehampton Child 
Care and Recreational Center); 
we gathered for the return of At 
the Common Table, as well as other events like 
the legendary Great Tomato Taste-Off; and we 
were honored with Slow Food East End’s Snail of 
Approval Award. 

But perhaps most notably, our farm staff developed 
and launched a highly successful gleaning program, 
which (with the help of many volunteers) provided 

more than 10,000 pounds 
of excess produce to over a 
dozen local food pantries on 
the South Fork. 

As one of the oldest CSA 
farms in the country, we 
know that the crux of 
Community Supported 
Agriculture is reciprocity. 
Born from the mutual 
investment between the 

growers and eaters on the 
farm, CSA underscores the 

importance of interdependence in how we envision 
a more robust, accessible and just local food system. 
And at its core, CSA represents the hope that local 
food systems can weather increasingly unpredictable 
conditions brought about by any number of reasons: 
be it a global pandemic, drought or deluge, pest and 
disease pressures, or the slow creep of climate change 
on the farm. 

Thanks to 
all our CSA 
members for 
investing in the 
Quail Hill Farm 
community 
and trusting 
us to feed 
you and your 
family and 
friends. It’s 
been an honor.

Raise the Roof   
Fifteen years in the making, the barn at Quail Hill 

Farm is approaching completion. Designed by 
Michael Lomont of Stelle Lomont Rouhani Architects 
and built by King Construction, we anticipate the barn 
being ready for public access by the spring. 

The barn will be a multi-purpose space, with room 
for a new farm office, equipment storage, workshop 
for repairing and maintaining tractors, as well as 
educational programs for our community. Our 
thanks go out to the many, many people who 
supported the project as donors and thought partners 
over the past 15 years. 

The barn is the first phase in our plans to upgrade the 
facilities at Quail Hill Farm to increase our ability to 

support the CSA, the Farm to Food Pantry Program, 
apprentice and community education, and housing for 
staff and apprentices. We look forward to welcoming 
you to the barn in the spring!
Interested in learning more? Contact Farm Director Layton 
Guenther at LGuenther@PeconicLandTrust.org.  
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At the Common Table
At the Common Table, our legendary long table feast in 

the orchard at Quail Hill Farm returned this August. 
Thank you for your support of the farm on this  
magical evening!

A wonderful al-fresco multi-course farm-inspired meal was 
prepared by the South Fork’s most celebrated chefs: Colin 
Ambrose, Estia’s Little Kitchen; Peter Ambrose, Events 
by Peter Ambrose; Justin Finney, Highway Restaurant; 
Jack Formica, Private Chef; Arjun Achuthan, Hayground 
School; Evan Tessler, Private Chef; Carissa Waechter, 
Carissa’s Bread; Joe Realmuto, Nick & Toni’s; Cheryl 
Stair, Art of Eating; Carolyn Stec, Sen; and Jason Weiner & 
Andrew Mahoney, Almond. Thank you!

Supporters of 
Farm to Food Pantry 

Program
Timothy and Ranjana Armstrong
Natalie and Stuart Berg
Fran Bermanzohn and  
  Alan Roseman
Lori and Alexandre Chemla
Peter and Nina Cobb
George Farmer and Nancy Lin
Jill and Joseph Fergus
Genevieve Guenther and  
  Neal Cardwell
Katherine Guenther
Henrik Jones and Gillian Tett
Karen Magovern
Jeanne Messing
Kathleen Regan and 
  Michael Northrop
Marjorie Silver and Doug Block
Judith Taylor
Alexis Tobin
James Vos and Stephanie Joyce
Jane Weissman
Melanie Raneri Woods

Quail Hill Farm    

P E C O N I C  L A N D  T R U S T

Community Supported Agriculture

The Cohen/Rubin Family
Bobbie Braun - The Neuwirth Foundation
The Hilaria and Alec Baldwin Foundation

Madelaine Haberman and Michael Sprung
James Vos and Stephanie Joyce

Quail Hill Farm   

Thank You to Our Sponsors!
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From 40... to Forever  
Celebrating the Trust’s 40th anniversary with you!

Connections   

This year’s Connections activities included many tours of local farms, woodlands, shorelines, and 
cultural places. We hope you enjoyed these opportunities to meet with farmers, environmental 

educators and neighbors as we explored over 50 different conservation sites as part of our “40 for 40” 
Connections series (www.PeconicLandTrust.org/40for40). We look forward to providing you with more 

fun and educational programs in 2024. Below are just a few of our farm-related visits from 2023:

July 13th
Olde Road Farm, Southold

Met the Murnane family and learned about the return 
to their farming roots with their purchase of the former 
Krupski Farm through the Trust’s “Farms for the Future 
Initiative.” Today they’re raising Wagyu cattle, sheep, 

chickens, geese, and crops.

August 30th 
Winds Way Farm, 

Jamesport
Enjoyed a guided 

stroll through 
Winds Way Farm in 

Jamesport with Nancy 
Gilbert and Richard 

Wines to learn more 
about the history of 

their family farm, the 
management of their 

small orchard, and the 
expansive garden using 
sustainable, low-impact 
practices that attract a 
myriad of pollinators.

September 18th 
Wölffer Estate Vineyard, Sagaponack  

Enjoyed a guided walk and 
wine tasting with winemaker/
Partner Roman Roth at Wölffer 
Estate Vineyard in Sagaponack 

to understand the important 
connection between soil health, 
ocean breezes, and the beautiful 
East End climate to the award-
winning wines they produce.

August 31st
Quail Hill Farm, Amagansett

Met beekeeper Mary Woltz of Bees’ Needs who led a 
conversation about the challenges honeybees and all 
pollinators face and the value they offer to agriculture 

around the world.
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Bird is the Word with North Fork Audubon

In honor of the Trust’s 40th Anniversary and our 
“40 for 40” themed Connections programs this year

we teamed up with North Fork Audubon members 
Tom Damiani and Peggy Lauber for a visit to the Ruth 
Oliva Preserve at Dam Pond in East Marion. Tom and 
Peggy led our group of birding enthusiasts along the 
trails to look and listen for late migrating birds as well 
as the many water birds that call Dam Pond their home. 

Before heading out on the trails, Tom 
coached attendees on techniques to 
focus binoculars before searching for 
our first bird, and how to locate birds 
through the lens. 

Thanks Tom and Peggy for leading our birders!  
We appreciate you!   

Attendees looking for birds at Dam Pond.

A more beautiful day in May 
could not have been planned 

for a walk at the Wolf and Reese 
Preserves in Southold. Under 
the expert guidance of naturalist 
John Turner, we saw and learned 
about a wide variety of wildlife 
and plants, and the ongoing 
environmental impacts affecting 
birds, plants, animals, reptiles, and 
amphibians that call the preserves 
home. We talked about how we 
all can play a role to promote and 
support healthy habitats. 

During this stroll, 
we stopped to see 
and listen for a wide 
range of migrating 
songbirds, raptors, 
and water birds that 
floated above, and 
flitted between, the 
beautiful canopy of 

red oak, red cedars, sassafras, and many others. 

As we meandered, our group was treated to a special 
surprise, and were curiously watched by, two young 
red fox with their distinctive white tipped tails. The 
kits played just outside their den while their parents 
were off hunting for “lunch.” The two siblings looked 
healthy and happy, a positive ray of light! 

The woods of Wolf and Reese 
provide a wide array of habitat for 
birds, fox, and many other animals. 
The cavities of trees (dead, dying, 
or still alive) are important nesting 
areas for birds and bats. The 
bark, leaves, and understory offer 
food resources. We learned about 
partition feeding – where some 
birds prefer the nutrients from the 
leaves and others from the bark. 
Additional partitioning by birds 
for deciduous vs. coniferous trees 
enables the forest to provide food 
sources to a wider variety of birds. 

Our thanks go to John, who brings nature 
alive and helps us connect in ways we couldn’t 

imagine. We can’t wait to explore again!

Interested in hiking with us? Check out our online calendar for 
upcoming programs at www.PeconicLandTrust.org/Calendar.  

Connections   

Exploring at Wolf and Reese Preserves
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PECONIC LEGACY 
CIRCLE 

Peconic Legacy Circle members 
have let us know their intention to 
remember the Trust in their estate 
planning. Legacy gifts are among 
the most meaningful ways to 
ensure that Long Island’s beautiful 
beaches, clean water, working 
farms, majestic woodland, and 
pristine wetlands will be protected 
for generations to come.

Carol Mulvihill Ahlers and  
  Ronald Ahlers
John Bacon
Maddy Beckwith
Glorian Berk
Judith C. Bird
James Cain
Thomas K. Chu, Esq.
Patricia Dermody
RaineyDay and John Erwin
John and Candice Frawley
Nancy Gilbert and Richard Wines
Dinni Gordon
Victoria Herbert
Anne Hopkins
Jane Iselin
Ed Krug
Paul Margolis
Carol and Richard Mavity
Joe Mc Kay
Russell McCall
Barbara Phillips
Sandra Powers
Pat Sanders
Judith Saner
Rosa, Tony, and Geneva Smith
Carol Steinberg
Rand Stoll
Rosemary Terribile
Drs. Stephen and Leona Torkelson
Greg Wiseman
Yaffa Foundation

CONSERVATION
COUNCIL

Conservation Council members 
support our work and further the 
Trust’s mission in both an advisory 
and honorary capacity. Council 
members are annual donors who 
gave $5,000 to $24,999.

Carol Mulvihill Ahlers and 
  Ronald Ahlers
Jessica Alfonsi - The Scully 
  Peretsman Foundation
Alfred and Jane Ross  
  Foundation, Inc.
Eric Altman
Andrew Sabin Family Foundation
Joseph and Stephanie Angelone
Steve and Laura Bartholomew
The Bathing Corporation of 
  Southampton
Gregory Bauso
Ruth and Leonard Benowich
Fran Bermanzohn and  
  Alan Roseman
Rick Bogusch
Claire Boody
Rob and Carolyn Brennan
Matthew and Nancy Bromberg
Clarissa and Edgar Bronfman Jr.

Burt and Stanley Shaffer Foundation
John Buttrick
Marcia Bystryn
Kelly Cahill
James Cain
The Kate W. Cassidy Foundation
Lori and Alexandre Chemla
The Cohen Suchman Family   
  Foundation
Frederic Cohen
Anne Nickel Curtin
Ellen Darion and Roger Chudzik
The Donald A. Pels Charitable Trust
Charles P. Durkin, Jr.
Susan Edwards and Ian Ziskin
RaineyDay and John Erwin
Julia Fahey and Ben Rice
Jane and Michael Fasullo
Ann ffolliott
Hans Flick and Celeste Kime
John and Candice Frawley
Joan Ganz Cooney
Anne Garonzik
Nancy Gilbert and Richard Wines
Emily Glaser
Dinni Gordon
Lisa A. Grattan
Susan Koehn Habermann and  
  Matthew Habermann
Anne and John Hall
Amy and Doug Halsey
Steve and Maureen Hannan
Susan Harrison and Sara Hart
The Hilaria and Alec Baldwin     
  Foundation
Jon Hlafter and Claudia Hamilton
Jonathan Hoefler and  
  Carleen Borsella
Constance Hoguet Neel
Carolyn and David Holstein
Bettysue Hughes
Alice and David Hunt
The J. Baker Foundation
Merrin Jenkins
Julie Jensen
Lisa and Sim Johnston
Katie Leede & Co
Peter and Irene Klein
Larry Klurfeld and Joele Frank
Eric and Brittny Knight
Bobby Kotick and Dr. Pouneh Beizai
Richard and Barbara Lane
Nan and Donald Leitch
Jackie LiCalzi and Jill Schlesinger
Tyra Liebmann
Neil and Amelia MacDonald
Tim and Cyndi Maran
Richard Mavity and  
  Carole Greene-Mavity
Joe Mc Kay
Constance McDonald
Patricia McIntyre
James Mellon
Luca Mellon
Meryl Meltzer, Romenesa  
  Foundation
Joyce Menschel

Alastair G. C. Merrick and  
  Tracey Dedrick
Maryellyn and Thad Miller
Alison Morgridge
Olivia Motch
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel F. Murphy
Harry Neyens
Barbara Phillips
David Rohde
Janet C. Ross
Judith Saner
Linda S. Sanford
Daphne Scalamandre
Ernest Scalamandre
Linda and Richard Schaps
Fred Schmeltzer
Maryam Seley
Elizabeth and Robert Sheehan
Frederick and Nancy Smith
Stacy Sonnenberg
Stein Family, East Marion
Lauren Stone
Peter Talty and Linda Stabler-Talty
Karen and David Tayeh
Margaretta Taylor
Teiger Foundation
Peter and Laura Treadway
Edwin Tuccio
George Tyda and  
  Mary Gwen Halsey Tyda
Anne Louise C. Van Nostrand
Glyn Vincent and Stacy Goodman
Paul Vizcarrondo
James Vos and Stephanie Joyce
Andrew Walsh
Pamela Weekes
William C. Dowling Jr. Foundation
Woodward Family Charitable   
  Foundation
Patricia and Frederick Yosca
Donald and Barbara Zucker

TRUSTEES COUNCIL
Trustees Council members 
support our work and further the 
Trust’s mission in both an advisory 
and honorary capacity. Council 
members are donors who gave 
at the $25,000 level or more, 
and/or those who have made an 
extraordinary lifetime gift to  
the Trust. 

Kathleen Kmet Becker
Glorian Berk
Bobbie Braun - The Neuwirth  
  Foundation
Peg and Peter D’Angelo
Andrew Davis, Trustee, the Shelby  
  Cullom Davis Charitable Fund
Margaret de Cuevas and Eric Schott

Charles and Nathalie de Gunzburg  
  The Canary Charitable Foundation
Peggy and Millard Drexler
Israel Englander and 
  Claude Wasserstein
Jon and Mindy Gray
John and Sally Henry
The Horace W. Goldsmith      
  Foundation
The Joyce and Irving Goldman  
  Family Foundation
The Land Trust Alliance
Jo Carole and Ronald Lauder
Michael Light
The Makowski Trust
Nancy and Howard Marks
McCall Family
Mark McIntyre and Honor Lassalle
Mellon Foundation
The Moore Charitable Foundation
Mary and Garrett Moran
Katharine Rayner
Robert M. Rubin and  
  Stephane Samuel
Barbara Slifka
Lizzie and Jonathan Tisch
Thomas and Alice Tisch
Tuft Family Foundation
Philippa Weismann and Lucy Veltri
Ken and Megan Wright
Yaffa Foundation
Lloyd Zuckerberg and 
  Charlotte  Triefus

Supporters at all levels for joining us in looking towards a future that values 
the working farms, natural lands, and the heritage we all share. 

Over the past year, we are grateful to our . . . 
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PRESIDENT’S COUNCIL
President’s Council members 
support our work and further the 
Trust’s mission in both an advisory 
and honorary capacity. Council 
members are donors who gave 
$1,000 to $4,999.

Sherrill and Gerald Adams
Diana and Kenneth Adams
Jerome Adler and Beth Lebowitz
Michael and Sheryl Ahearn
Dr. Paula J. Angelone and 
  Jerry Rosengarten
John Archer
Timothy and Ranjana Armstrong
Emily Aspinall
Lea Attalla
Barbara Aueron
Laurajean Aupperle
Bob Baldwin and Margaret Sieck
William Baldwin
Lillian Ball and David Reed
Leslie Barker
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Baron
Michael and Jasmine Barr
Carrie Barratt
Mary Beth and James Barrett
Jim and Ann Barry of Artisan     
  Mortgage
Kyra and David Barry
Suzanne and Enrico Bartolucci
Adam Bartos and Mahnaz Isphani
Betsy Battle
Beds and Borders
Garrard Beeney and Evan Mason
Peter Benedek
Kathy and Gene Bernstein
Jeffrey, Helice, and 
  Nataliya Bernstein
Richard Bernstein and 
  Christine Ritenis
Suzanne Bloomer
Bohemia Garden Center
William Boltz and William Erhardt
Bob Bourque and Katherine Staton
Robert Boyle
Bradshaw Family
Elizabeth Branch
Patricia Ann Brennan
The Bridgehampton Association
Erik Brockmeyer and Scott Sottile
Daniel and Estrellita Brodsky
Stacey and David Brodsky
Robert Brooks
Irene and Stephen Brotman
Susan Brown
William Brown
Marcus and Joanne Bryan
The Burch Family Foundation

Sarah Burnes and Sebastian Heath
David Bynum
Janel Anderberg Callon
Jessica and Matthew Carballal
Marty Carlock
Cheryl Carter and 
  Edward R. Donovan
Camilla Hildreth Cesarini
Molly Channing
Thomas K. Chu, Esq.
Michael Clinton
Kevin Coffey and Kathleen Masters
Lillian and Joel Cohen
Leslie and Cliff Cohen
Douglas Coles and  
  Carol Graboski Coles
Michael Coles and Edie Landeck
Janet and Thomas Constance
Romy and David Coquillette
Vincent Covello and Carol Mandel
M. Elaine Crocker and  
  Ralph Crocker
Alice and Harold Culver
Michael Daly
Stephanie Davis and 
  Richard Baldwin
Henry and Cecilia Davoli
Claire de Brunner
M. & F. De Giorgis
Michael de Mello
Robert and Kristen DeLaMater
Kathy Delaney Glenn and 
  Ned Glenn
Vishakha Desai and Robert Oxnam
Judy Desiderio and John X. Tracy, Jr.
Dr. Maura Dickler
Steven Bodzinger
Laura Donnelly
Kathleen Doyle
Karin C. Driscoll
Katherine Ender and 
  Shoshanah Brown
Cornelia Erpf-Forsman and 
  Paul Forsman
Michael Escue and Scott Wimbush
Dennis Esposito
Ellen and Michael P. Esposito, Jr.
Jim and Anna Fantaci
Ferguson & Shamamian Architects
Carlos Fernandez-Aller and 
  Trevena Yong
Laura and Michael Ferrante
Rosemary and Carlos Ferrer
Connie Fischer
Eric Fischl and April Gornik
Robert and Noreen Fisher
Gabriella Fitzgerald and Jake Creem
Robert Fleischer and Susan Raanan
Beth Fleisher and  
  Christopher Claremont

Anna Lou Fletcher
Stephanie and Lawrence Flinn, Jr.
The Frances B. and  
  J. Ronald Terwilliger Foundation
The Fries Family
Martie and Rick Fritz
The Garden Conservancy
Courtney Geelan
Mary Ellen Geelan
Joan and Tom Geismar
Sean and Cayley Gelbwaks
Sima Ghadamian
Emma Gilbey-Keller
Kenneth Gilman and Carol Feinberg
Amanda Gimble and 
  Myron Gluckman
Nancy and Tom Gleason
Mary Cox Golden
Joanne and Thomas Gouge
Dominic Grasso
Jonathan Green and Hilary Thomas
Steven Greenfield
Louise Guarneri and  
  Stephen Gelfman
Madelaine Haberman and 
  Michael Sprung
Melinda Hackett
Paul Hagen
Katharine Holabird Haggiag and  
  Michael Haggiag
Russell Hall
John Halsey and Janis Ebli-Halsey
William Hamilton
Tricia Hammes and  
  Jerome Mounier
Adrienne Harris
David A. Hart and Dale Daley
Heather Henson
Herrick Hardware
Michael Herz and Jean Roiphe
Scott R. Hirsch and 
  Melissa Pearsall-Hirsch
Susan Holden
Patrick Huguenin and  
  Christopher Ciompi
Mary and John Hull
Janice and Jon Hummel
Paul and Lynn Ingrassia
The Ira A. Roschelle MD Family  
  Foundation
Donna Issenberg
Tomashi Jackson
Marilyn Jones MD
John Josephson and Carolina Zapf
Carolyn and Bruce Kagan
Katy Kamen
Michael and Ronnie Kassan
Kimberly and John Keiserman
Peggy and Al Kelly
Christine Killorin and  
  John Nussbaumer

Alice Kim and Steve Rancic
Evelyn Kim and Paolo Timoni
Dr. Bruce and Nancy King
Julia G. King
Susan Kingsolver
Leon and Elizabeth Kircik
Ed Krug and John Haubrich
Peter Lampone
Mara and Dean Landis
Anne G. Lange
Kathy and Michael Lavyne
Ingrid and Albert Lee
Nancy Leigh
Warren Leight
Alfred Levitt and Megan Bowles
Cynthia C. Lewis
Dorothy Lichtenstein
John Lipsky
Judith Little
Robin and Mark Lockwood
Gary Lofgren
Andrea and Jeffrey Lomasky
David Lopez
Patricia Lowry and John Touhey
Joseph Macari and Kim Staller
Christina Macdonald
Karen Magovern
Mark and Nina Magowan
Jeana Marinelli
Philip and Elizabeth Marinelli
Leslie and Thomas Matthews
The May Foundation
Ann and Bob McCaughey
Kathie McGinty
Mary McKay
Richard McNally
Polly McQueen
Diana Mellon
Sarah Mellon
Mendez/Henshaw Family
Leigh and Charles Merinoff
Spencer Jack Merinoff
Nicole Miller and Kim Taipale
Maryann and Bob Miller
Doris and Christian Mittweg
Dede Gotthelf Moan and 
  Terry Moan
Ornella and Robert Morrow
Jennifer and Robert Munkelwitz
D. Garry Munson and 
  Lynn McMahon
Michelle Napoli
Faye and Richard Nespola
Justin Neubauer
Susan and David Noonan
Connie and John Norbeck
Liza and John Nugent
Joseph Obermayer and 
  Nicolas Rutherford
Maureen O’Leary

In appreciation of your generosity, the Trust provides ongoing opportunities for our major 
supporters to engage with our work and broader conservation challenges.  On a quarterly basis, we 
invite all Council and Legacy Circle members to join us for Coffee and Conversation events. Held both 
in-person and virtually over Zoom, these events are an opportunity to connect with leaders on the 
Trust’s staff and board and to learn more about the recent conservation achievements made possible 
by your support. Members of our Legacy Circle and Trustees and Conservation Councils are also 
invited to join us throughout the year for our Council Luncheon networking and educational events. 
To learn more about how to increase your giving to become a Council member, contact Alison Delaney, 
Senior Manager of Major and Planned Gifts, at ADelaney@PeconicLandTrust.org or by calling 631.283.3195 ext. 144.

Thank you to our Council members for your continued leadership and support! 
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BRIDGE GARDENS 
MEMBERS AND DONORS
 
Partner
Rick Bogusch
Susan Edwards and Ian Ziskin
Harry Neyens

Patron
Bobbie Braun - The Neuwirth  
  Foundation
Anne and John Hall
Barbara Phillips

Benefactor
Carol Mulvihill Ahlers and  
  Ronald Ahlers
The Bridgehampton Association
Nancy Gilbert and Richard Wines
Emma Gilbey-Keller
Schoenheimer Foundation
Cheryl Sokolow of C Fine Art
Rand, Emilie, and Ben Stoll
Barbara Thomas
 
Friend
Ellen and Michael Diamant
Kathryn Fee
Amy and Doug Halsey
Francine Lynch
John McAlonan
Charles C. Savage
Fred Schmeltzer
Frederick and Nancy Smith
Claude Weir and  
  Yvette Arsenec-Weir
Erich Winkler and Nancy Allerston
Susan Kennedy Zeller

Bridge Gardens
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Sustainer
Toby and Kenneth Alfred
Anne and Bruce Babcock
Bettina Benson
Maura Brickman
Herlin and Kay Kilpatric Callan
Dora Damiano and  
  Jerrard Mavellia
RaineyDay and John Erwin
Robert Fleischer and Susan Raanan
Anna Lou Fletcher
Stuart Goode and Nancy Cooley
Joanne and Thomas Gouge
Nancy and Adam Greene
The Horticultural Alliance
Stephen and Regina Humanitzki
Vincent Iannelli
Jackson Dodds & Company, Inc.
Kathy and Brian Kennedy
John and Leah Oppenheimer
Rino Salsedo and Yvette DeBow
Loren Skeist and Marlene Marko
Audrey and Jeffrey Spiegel

Supporter
Craig Anderson and  
  Mary Donohue
Dr. Paula J. Angelone and  
  Jerry Rosengarten
Paul and Marie Boardman
Sarah Burr
Robert Calvert and Mary Wolz
Robert Chaloner and 
  Oscar Mandes
Renee Charles and Roland Baer
Leslie Close
Vincent Covello and Carol Mandel
Robert Coven and Joanne Zaiac
Blythe Danner
James Dineen
Quincy and Hersey Egginton
Russell Hall
Pamela Harwood and Peter Feder
Jacqueline Helpern
Judy Lynne Hester
Sandy and John Horvitz
Howard Jennings and  
  Sharon Santonastasio
Kenneth and Debra Kawaller
Janet and Stephen Kelly
Marie Kennedy
Gus and Linda Kontakis
Linda Lacchia
Gail Levin and John Van Sickle
Michael Longacre
Arielle Madover and Bo Williams
Judith Mendoza
Elyse Nathanson
Paula Peterson and John Tusa
Jennifer and James Pike
Nancy Rollins
Judith Saner
Edith Seligson
John and Patricia Sperandeo
Lorena and Kurt Strunk
Lynn and Bruce Surry
Catherine and Bradford Tepper
Paula and Steve Warhaftig
Alicia Whitaker
Michael and Abby Wolk

Liz and Gus Oliver
Claire and Michael Olshan
John and Joan Owens
Marc Packer
Richard Partington
Boushelle and James Pearson
Peconic Propane Inc.
Sandra Pershing and Marc Keller
Alexander Pherson
Jennifer and James Pike
Stuart Plesser
Nancy Posel
Paul Powers and Tina Davis
Nancy and Sheldon Prentice
Joseph Pufahl
Anne and Jeff Pundyk
Anne and John Rachel
Yvetta Rechler-Newman
Susan Wood Richardson
Sandy and Michael Richman
Paul F. Rickenbach, Jr.
Robert Rifkind
Marilyn and David Rivkin
Amy and John Rocchetta
Jane Rode
Sheila Rodgers
Tamsin Roe
Christopher Rogers
Paul Rogers
Jonathan Rose and Susan Malfa
Daniel M. Rosen, CPA
Thomas and Bobbi Rosko
Isabella Rossellini
Jane Gregory Rubin and 
  Reed  Rubin
Julie and Nicholas Sakellariadis
Peter and Barbara Sartorius
Lynn and John Savarese
Elizabeth Schaffner
Maria Schlanger and 
  Steven Birenbaum
Jen and Tom Schlecht
Barbara Schnitzler and 
  William Finkelstein
Schoenheimer Foundation
Ira and Jody Schwartz
Valerie Scopaz
Second Star Foundation
Tracy and Eric Semler
The Shana Alexander Charitable  
  Foundation
Dozie Sheahan
Martin Shnay
Jeffrey Silberstein and 
  Scott  Goldsmith
Kevin and Mariann Simms
Jaswinder Singh and Silvia Ercolani
Alex Sloane and 
  Alexandra Schuster
Rob and Christine Smart
Rosa and Anthony Smith
Cynthia Smith and Gregory Petrick
Smithtown Hunt Inc
Cheryl Sokolow of C Fine Art
Shelley and David Sonenberg
Katie and Jonah Sonnenborn
Michael and Melissa Sorvillo
Celina Spiegel and Peter Kupfer
Herbert J. and Marsha K. Stern
Robert A.M. Stern
Jeff Stettin
Rand, Emilie, and Ben Stoll
Jeff and Kerry Strong
Richard and Susan Sullivan
Summerhill Landscapes, Inc.
John and Margaret Sweeney
Catherine and Henri Talerman
Taranto Family Foundation
Lois Teich

SAGG POND 
RESTORATION FUND 

DONORS 
Lea Attalla
Bob Baldwin and Margaret Sieck
Clarissa and Edgar Bronfman Jr.
Nancy and Frank Bynum
Marilyn Clark and Jaime Lopez
Anne Nickel Curtin
Charles and Nathalie de Gunzburg  
The Canary Charitable Foundation
Dan and Aiko Decelles
Peggy and Millard Drexler
Andrea H. Fahnestock
Robert Fleischer and Susan Raanan
Susan and Gary Garrabrant
Michael Gibaldi
Joanne and Thomas Gouge
Steven Greenfield
Amy and Doug Halsey
Suzanne Halsey
Joan Hamburg
Susan Harrison and Sara Hart
Tony Hitchcock and Jean Lindgren
Bettysue Hughes
Scott Irwin
The J. Baker Foundation
The Joyce and Irving Goldman  
  Family Foundation
Stephanie Konarski
Laurie Landeau
Richard and Barbara Lane

Lenard and Fern Tessler
Barbara Thomas
Gail Tiska-Flurry and Steve Flurry
Peter and Irene Treiber
Jane and Geoffrey Troy
Rose and David Tsoupros
Etta Tuttle
Robert Uher
Cynthia Wainwright
Candace and Jonathan Wainwright
Mary and Michael Ward
Jerrell Watts
Laura Weil and EJ Camp
Claude Weir and  
  Yvette Arsenec-Weir
Henry Weisburg and Lisa Donneson
Carol and Michael Weisman
Howard Weiss
Marissa Wesely and  
  Fred Hamerman
Gwen Whiting and James Dale
William and Phyllis Mack  
  Family Foundation
Ellen and Thomas Williams
Richard and Debbie Wilpon
Peter S. Wilson and 
  Scott K. Sanders
Marie and Kenneth Wong
Hilary and Eric Woodward
Corey Worcester and 
  Yasmine Legendre
Caroline and Richard Yates
Julie and Joe Zaykowski
Jamie Zimmerman
Lion R. Zust

Richard and Elizabeth Livingston
Mark McIntyre and Honor Lassalle
Edward and Sandra Meyer
Faye and Richard Nespola
Jane and Bob Oberrender
Otis and Nancy Pearsall
Jenny and Andy Peltz
Barbara Phillips
Susan Rabinovitch
Stefan Reniak
Deborah and Arthur Romaine
Ann Sandford
Anthony Schlesinger and 
  Anne Forward
Meriwether Schmid
Irving Shafran
Daryl Simon
Barbara Slifka
Edward Sopher
Andrew Steffan
Elizabeth Sweezy and Ken Miller
Lizzie and Jonathan Tisch
Philippa Weismann and Lucy Veltri
Nancy and Jay Zises



DEEP HOLE CREEK 
DONORS

Adam and Lisa Ableman
Jerome Adler and Beth Lebowitz
Linda and Paul Auriemma
Kendal and Michael Bayer
Kathleen Kmet Becker
Peter Benedek
Judi Bird
Richard Bird
Edward Booth
Lawrence J. Bowles
Kathryn and Donald Boyle
Joshua Brand and Brooks McEwen
Neboysha and Prunella Brashich
Nancy Butkus
Christine Butler and 
  Gregory Tobias
Jessica and Matthew Carballal
Bill Carmean and Nancy Ross
Clifford and Karen Cid
Barbara Close and 
  J. Courtney Hoblock
Frederic Cohen
Michael and Robin Colapietro
Joanne and Anthony Colletta
Steve Curry and Carol Groneman
Joseph D’Angelo
Diana DeJesus
Alison Delaney and Aaron Bokros
Kathy Delaney Glenn and 
  Ned Glenn
D. Dellaquila
David Dempsey and 
  Deborah Bennett
Jerry Diffley
Elizabeth Stark Dugan
William Edwards and 
  Amei Wallach
Robert Eisenstat and 
  Doris Brautigan
Mary Eisenstein
Joy and Jonathan Ellinghaus
Ann ffolliott
Hans Flick and Celeste Kime
Forward Current Foundation
Bob and Suzie Fox
Drs. Dorothy and Richard Fragaszy
Alex Friedman and 
  Erica Tannenbaum
Clayton Gates and Jennifer Jacobs
Judith and Robert Goldman
Lisa A. Grattan
Israel Grosberg and Cathy Robin
James Haag
John and Sally Henry
Peter Hindmarsh and 
  Julia Stambules
Douglas and Leslie Hirsch
Jon Hlafter and Claudia Hamilton
Mary Kane
Christopher Keating and 
  Megan Joyce
Susan King
Stephanie Konarski
Lisa and Jonathan Kratter
Aurélie Lang
Robert Lehrburger and 
  Sharyn Kohen
Alfred Levitt and Megan Bowles
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David and Meredith Little
Susan and Joseph Loiacono
Neil and Amelia MacDonald
Lucy and Alastair Maitland
Anne Marino and Bernie Telsey
George Marinos
Terrence Martin and 
  Rebecca Stokes
Adriana Martinez and 
  Matthew Werstein
Pat Mathews
Carolyn McCall
McCall Family
Scott McDavid and 
  Maegan Hinton
Marge McDonnell
Patricia McIntyre
Alice and Peter Mignerey
William and Patricia Milford
Richard and Sally Miller
Evan and Beth Minogue
New Suffolk Civic Association
Margaret Newman and 
  Peter Marren
L. Normandia
Kathy and Chris Perretta
Kathryn Casey Quigley and 
  Ryan Quigley
Kris and Dominic Randolph
James F. Reeve
Tom and Denise Riecker
Marilyn and David Rivkin
John Roberts and Lenore Buckley
John Rooney and 
  Dorothy Phillips-Rooney
Drs. Lori and Scott Rosen
Clarissa, Stephen, and 
  Asen Roussan
Michelle Roussan
Rino Salsedo and Yvette DeBow
Dean Sambach
Barbara Schnitzler and 
  William Finkelstein
Nicolas Shearman
Elizabeth and Robert Sheehan
Shannon and Michael Simon
Anne and Ron Smith
Frederick and Nancy Smith
Mr. and Mrs. William Stanton
Joshua Steinberg and Ayumi Hata
Joan Vitale Strong
Rev. and Mrs. George and 
  Lynn Summers
Mike and Liz Sweeney
Ivonne Torres
Bernard and Jane Turchiano
Jim Underwood
Elisa Urbanelli and Alec Hemer
Joseph Vangi
Elizabeth Vitale
Beverly Vlcek
Tom and Isabel Wacker
Randy Wade and Martin Heitner
Amerika and Bradd Williamson
Patricia and Frederick Yosca

THROUGH FARMS 
& FIELDS DONORS

Hosts: The Salm Family 
Honoree:  Howard Marks

Legacy Benefactor
Israel Englander and  
  Claude Wasserstein
Jo Carole and Ronald S. Lauder

 Conservation Champion
Peggy and Millard Drexler

Land Steward 
Leonard and Ruth Benowich
Jonathan Hoefler and  
  Carleen Borsella
Margaretta Taylor
Philippa Weismann and Lucy Veltri
Yaffa Foundation

Patron 
Rob and Carolyn Brennan
Alan and Harriet Dresher
Rainey Day and John Erwin
Bobby Kotick and  
  Dr. Pouneh Beizai
Oakpoint Charitable Foundation
Jackie LiCalzi and Jill Schlesinger
Vivian Mellon Ruesch
Square Foot Gardening Foundation
Summerhill Landscapes Inc. 

Advocate 
Carol Mulvihill Ahlers and  
  Ronald Ahlers
Daniel and Estrellita Brodsky
Marcia Bystryn
Steven Bodziner/ 
  Dime Abstract LLC
The Claire Friedlander Family  
  Foundation
John and Candice Frawley
Terry Moan and Dede Gotthelf
Montauk Daisy Wines
Claire and Michael Olshan
James and Jennifer Pike
The Robins Island Foundation
Lynn and John Savarese
Peter J. and Linda Stabler-Talty
Carol and Michael Weisman
Donald and Barbara Zucker

Friend 
Dr. Fred and Barbara Aueron
Robert Baldwin and Margaret Sieck
Jim and Ann Barry/ 
  Artisan Mortgage
Bohemia Garden Center, Inc./  
  Donna DeFede
Molly Channing
Vincent Covello and Carol Mandel
Michael Daly
Kathleen M. Doyle
Ann ffolliott
Hans Flick and Celeste Kime
Nancy Gilbert and Richard Wines
Louise Guarneri and  
  Stephen Gelfman
Paul Hagen
June Halsey, Mark Halsey,      
  Meredith Halsey, and  
  Matthew Bossler
Hampton Coffee Company
Mr. and Mrs. Noel Hare, Jr.
Carolyn and David Holstein
Michael and Ronnie Kassan
Susan Kingsolver
Doris and Christian Mittweg
John and Connie Norbeck
Anne and John Rachel
RB Irrigation
Paul F. Rickenbach, Jr.
Thomas and Bobbi Rosko
Judy Saner
Alex Sloane and 
  Alexandra  Schuster
Fern and Lenard Tessler
Paul Vizcarrondo
Laura Weil and EJ Camp
Lloyd Zuckerberg and  
  Charlotte Triefus

Through Farms and Fields 2023 
Committee: 
Carol Mulvihill Ahlers (Chair), 
Carolyn Brennan, Michael Daly, 
Hatsy Dresher, Nancy Goell, 
Carolyn Holstein, Dede Moan, 
John Norbeck, Patty Orben, 
Judy Saner

Lists created on November 3, 2023 



Board of Directors (2023-2024)
Edward Krug, Chair
Nora J. Catlin, Vice Chair
John v.H. Halsey, President 
Nancy Gilbert, Treasurer
John E. Larkin, Assistant Treasurer
Harriet H. Dresher, Secretary
Amanda Merrow, Assistant Secretary
Richard Baldwin 
Ann G. ffolliott
Katharine Griffiths
Jacqueline LiCalzi
John S. Norbeck
Valerie M. Scopaz
Denise Silva-Dennis
Thomas B. Williams, Board Chair Emeritus 

Counsel
Leonard Benowich, Esq.
William T. Hutton, Esq.
Misti Schmidt, Esq.
Heather Wright, Esq. 
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296 Hampton Road
Southampton, New York 11968

631.283.3195  
www.PeconicLandTrust.org

Follow us:
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Mission Statement
The Peconic Land Trust conserves Long Island’s working farms, natural lands, and heritage for our communities now 
and in the future.

The Peconic Land Trust is a 501(c)(3) non profit organization. Financial Disclosure Statement: A copy of the last financial report filed with the New York State 
Attorney General may be obtained in writing from: New York State Attorney General’s Charities Bureau, Attn: FOIL Officer, 28 Liberty Street, New York, NY 10005 
or Peconic Land Trust.

Staff 
John v.H. Halsey, President 
Amanda Abraham, Director of Development
Madison Aldrich, Farm Manager, Quail Hill Farm
Christina Badalamenti, Intern, Conservation Planning Department
Janine Beck, Manager of Accounting 
Richard Bogusch, Director, Bridge Gardens 
Thomas Corcoran, GIS Technician and Stewardship Coordinator
Megan E. Cuddy, Administrative Assistant to President and 
  Vice President
Alison Delaney, Senior Manager of Major and Planned Gifts
Rashawn Gant, Assistant, Bridge Gardens
Layton Guenther, Director, Quail Hill Farm
Josh Halsey, Environmental Programs Manager
Robin L. Harris, Senior Stewardship Office Manager 
Dan Heston, Director of Agricultural Programs
Kathleen Kennedy, Senior Manager of Outreach
Julia G. King, Digital Communications Associate
Stephanie Konarski, Manager of Donor Information 
Jessie McSwane, Senior Stewardship Manager
Lori Mikula, Director of Finance 
Bridget Q. Micieli-Martinez, Senior Marketing and Events Manager 
Brendan Minogue, Stewardship Manager
Erin Plitt, Human Resources Assistant
Kim Quarty, Director of Conservation Planning
Karissa Raynor, Annual Giving Coordinator
Vanessa Rojano, Project Assistant
Leslie Salmeron, Marketing and Communications Assistant
Yvette DeBow Salsedo, Vice President
Holly Sanford, Senior Project Manager
Irene Sierra, Senior Vice President of Human Resources 
  and Operations
Matt Swain, Vice President 
Melanie A. Tebbens , Vice President 
Olivia Waterhouse, Donor Relations Coordinator
Julie Wesnofske, Senior Project Manager
Jacqueline Wilson, Stewardship Manager

Newsletter 
Yvette DeBow Salsedo, Editor
Bridget Q. Micieli-Martinez, Design 
Contributors: Amanda Abraham, Mike Bottini, Layton Guenther, 
Kathy Kennedy, Julia G. King, Olivia Waterhouse 

Did You Know ? 
While many believe that the funds raised by the 

2% real estate transfer tax go to Peconic Land Trust 
for its conservation programs, this is incorrect! 

The Peconic Land Trust raises the majority 
of its funds through private donations. 

Thank you for your support!
The 2% real estate transfer tax paid by buyers goes 

directly to the Town in which the property 
purchased is located.


