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A Message from our President 
new tools and 
technologies like 
I/A septic systems, 
permeable reactive 
barriers, and best 
land management 
practices to 
communities. 

Because education 
has always been 
a core component 
of our mission, our 
cover story this year 
celebrates the 20th anniversary of Connections and its 
success in connecting people to land. This milestone 
is an important one because Connections has brought 
our work to thousands of people on Long Island in 
partnership with the many organizations, farmers, 
scientists, and educators who bring conservation alive 
and shine a light on its day-to-day impact on our lives.
 
Thanks again for your incredible support and 
commitment to community! It is only through 
our ability to work together that we can achieve 
meaningful and long-lasting conservation with healthy 
environments and communities. We look forward to 
the next 20 years of Connections and beyond!
 

What an amazing fall we have had here on Long 
Island.  While we have missed the rain that 

keeps things green, sustains fall crops, and recharges 
our aquifer, we know that it will come, hopefully 
sooner than later!  In the meantime, the fall colors 
have been incredibly vibrant. The warmer weather has 
given us the opportunity to spend more time outside 
and experience the beauty and magnificence of all that 
we have conserved together. Scenic trails to explore, 
shorelines to walk, and fresh produce to buy during 
crisp, clear autumn days.
 
Because of you, we continue to protect all that we 
know and love on Long Island. In the pages that 
follow, we touch on a few of the highlights of the 
year, including the protection of farmland on both 
the North and South Forks, from Wading River and 
Mattituck to Bridgehampton, all made possible only 
by the generosity and commitment of many people in 
the community. The projects were each unique – one 
putting a farm back together, another an extraordinary 
bargain sale of 190 acres of farmland on Oregon 
Road, most to be resold to farmers, and another the 
most expensive to date, 27 acres purchased for $48 
million with the help of neighbors and the Town of 
Southampton, also to be resold to farmers.  

We continue to work to preserve sensitive shorelines 
and wetlands on Long Island from Setauket to the East 
End.  Our coordination and education efforts with 
residents and partner organizations in the watersheds 
of Sagg Pond and Georgica Pond are bringing 

The Peconic Land Trust acknowledges that the region – Paumanake (Long Island)/
Sewanhacky (Long Island) – where we work and live is the ancestral territory of 
many communities of Indigenous people. We honor their stewardship of the land 
for over 10,000 years. We accept our responsibility to protect their cultural and 
traditional connections to the land.

Assemblyman Fred W. Thiele, Jr. and 
John v.H. Halsey at Bridge Gardens 

Autumn Open House.
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We are 
excited 

to welcome our 
first Latino-run 
cooperative 
in our Farms 
for the Future 
Initiative.  
Miguel Flores, 
Juan Antonio 
Zúñiga, and 
Alci Mejía 
bring a rich 
agricultural 
heritage from 

their childhoods 
in El Salvador, 

where they cultivated crops such as beans, corn, and 
coffee.

Back in 2020 Miguel and Juan were members of 
the Rural & Migrant Ministry Leadership Program 
where they met Maria del Mar Piedra Buena who 
helped them form the Long Island Farm Workers 
Cooperative. Through this leadership program they 
were able to receive their first grant as a cooperative. 
Alci joined the group about two years later.

The cooperative pursued online courses through  
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Suffolk County 
to explore opportunities for establishing their own 

New Neighbors 

Bienvenidos ! al Centro Agricola
farm. Their journey led them to join the Cornell Small 
Farms Program, where they were part of the project 
Futuro en Ag and connected with the projects team: 
Mildred Alvarado and María José Oviedo Ventura. 
Mildred and Maria in turn reached out to the Peconic 
Land Trust’s Agriculture team, Dan Heston and Jackie 
Wilson, to see what opportunities might be available 
through our Farms for the Future Initiative.

This outreach paved the way for them to start farming 
at the incubator fields at Charnews Farm, part of the 
Trust’s Agricultural Center in Southold. 

While many consider farming a full-time 
commitment, this group proves otherwise! Miguel, 
Juan, and Alci each maintain full-time jobs and 
dedicate their evenings and weekends to the farm. 
They are currently harvesting around two acres at 
Charnews Farm, cultivating a diverse range of crops, 
including peppers, tomatoes, corn, and flowers.

Their harvest is being distributed to local food 
establishments on the North Fork with plans to 
eventually launch a CSA program in the future. We 
look forward to seeing the incredible work they will 
accomplish over the next five years in the program!  

Thank you to our friends at Cornell 
Cooperative Extension for making the 
introductions to new farmer friends.    

To learn more about the Farms for the Future Initiative, please 
contact Dan Heston, Director of Agricultural Programs,  at 
DHeston@PeconicLandTrust.org.

Your Gift Matters
Your gift to the Annual Fund helps protect our working farms, 

natural lands, and diverse cultural heritage.  
Without your support, our work would not be possible.

Thank you.
Giving is easy!  

Simply return the enclosed gift envelope, or visit us online. Consider a monthly gift and join our Peconic 
Partner giving program.  www.PeconicLandTrust.org/give
Call us at 631.283.3195 or email us at: Info@PeconicLandTrust.org

! 

Alci Mejia, Juan Antonio Zuniga,  
Miguel Flores
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Inspiring a Conservation Ethic 

20 Year Anniversary

many people across Long Island who didn’t really 
know what a Land Trust was, what the work of the 
Peconic Land Trust was all about, the challenges we 
faced, and why they should help us. Experiencing the 
land, meeting the farmers, paddling the waters, and 
enjoying restorative time in nature was missing from 
their daily life.  

Connecting You to People and Places
Building Community for over 20 Years

When you were young, did you make memories visiting local parks to play ball or 
catch a frisbee, exploring woodland trails for birds or salamanders, going to the 

beach to look for seashells or launch a kayak, visiting a farm to get your 
pumpkin or pick apples with your family?

If you did, you very likely understand the value of 
preserving Long Island’s beautiful environment. 

But for those without these formative experiences, 
there’s a good chance that conserving working farms, 
natural areas, pristine beaches, ponds and woodlands 
are a low priority, or possibly not even on their radar. 
Why should people care about our work if they 
haven’t experienced the benefits, the joys, and the 
stories of the places we’ve helped conserve? Such was 
the realization of the Trust in 2004. 

That was the year we began a series of introspective 
meetings of our newly created Strategic Visioning 
Committee comprised of several staff and Board 
members interested in helping plan for the 
foreseeable future of the Trust. We realized there were 

People are motivated to save what they love, but you 
can’t love the natural beauty that surrounds us or the 
productive farmlands or even the history of this place 
(both good and bad) unless you experience it – that 

is what Connections does. Connections links us to the 
land and waters but also to each other.

Board Member Nancy Gilbert 



www.PeconicLandTrust.org | 5

From Farms... 
From the beginning, 
Connections programs 
offered a fun way to learn 
about and meet local 
farmers — highlighting 
each family’s story, 
their amazing variety of 
products, and providing 
multiple opportunities 
for you to discover new 
growers and producers of 
delicious, local items. 
From dairy, goats and 
chickens, to honey, 
apples, flowers, oysters 
and clams, to award-
winning wine, and more 
unique items like snails, 
asparagus, and hops, 
Long Island’s farmers 
have a lot to offer, and 
farm tours were just 
the beginning! But 
Connections has always 
been more than just 
farm tours.

To Fields and So 
Much More...
Looking back to the 
summer of 2005, you 
may have participated 
in a presentation on 
owls, a nature hike 
exploring wetland plants, 
a discussion on solar for 
East End homeowners or a workshop on winterizing 
your gardening equipment. Hopefully over the years 
you have enjoyed many opportunities to get out 
on a woodland trail, to paddle local waterways, to 
explore local beaches and to hear from naturalists, 
botanists, scientists and other outdoor enthusiasts that 
expanded your knowledge. The arts have also played 

an important role, with 
our natural environments 
explored through the lens of 
film, sculpture and painting 
– especially our decade-long 
partnership with Plein Air 
Peconic.  

Woven throughout these 
fun, interactive experiences 
is the story of the Trust’s 
conservation work: the 
challenges and successes as 

we work to understand 
the goals of landowners 
open to a conservation 
outcome, broader 
community need, and 
how partnerships with 
both government and 
partner organizations can 
be leveraged.

In addition, Connections 
programs also shine a 
light on the important 
stewardship work that 
occurs after conservation, 
including creation of 
walking trails, removal 

of invasive species to support more native plants, 
pollinators and wildlife, and providing farmland for 
lease to new or expanding local farmers. 

More recently, we’ve focused on expanding our 
reach to communities with whom we have had 
less interaction by scheduling specific engagement 
activities for youth in summer camps and 
school organizations, and creating partnerships 
with Niamuck Land Trust, CAST, OLA, The 
Bridgehampton Child Care and Recreation Center, 
and others. Over the years, the Trust has partnered 
with over 120 organizations, farms, scientists, and 
environmental educators to bring nature home. 

Over the 20 years of Connections events, I’ve had 
the pleasure of introducing people to our beautiful 

waterways by paddlecraft: from the Peconic River to 
Napeague Harbor, and nine other estuaries, ponds 

and tidal creeks in between. These outings generally 
had “nature themes”, such as signs of spring or fall 

migration, or a focal species we searched for including 
Diamondback Terrapins and Horseshoe Crabs. Although 
Connections offers a wide variety of programs, they all 

share a very important, common goal: to encourage 
the best possible stewardship of our landscape and the 

native plants and animals that reside here. 
Mike Bottini, Wildlife Biologist with Seatuck and a frequent 

program partner over the years.

We’re grateful to the Richard King Mellon Foundation! 20 years ago the Foundation provided the 
nascent funding for the development of “Connections,” our educational and volunteer program. 
To date, we have hosted over 1,000 Connections programs, connecting thousands of people to 

the wonders of our communities and inspiring the next generation of conservationists.

Thank you to all for your support 
and engagement! 

Interested in becoming a part of the Connections community?  Contact Senior Manager of Outreach, Kathy Kennedy at 
KKennedy@PeconicLandTrust.org.  
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  Farms for the Future

Saving a 150 Year Old Farm in Bridgehampton

T  hanks to community members and the Town 
of Southampton, the Peconic Land Trust 

acquired 27 acres of farmland in Bridgehampton 
from the Topping family this past Spring.  “When 
we realized that the Topping Farm property was 
about to be sold for residential development, our 
family became determined to find a conservation 
alternative. We were very fortunate to be 
introduced to the Peconic Land Trust who worked 
tirelessly to put a deal together and helped the 
neighbors raise the necessary private funds,” said 
Lew Frankfort who lives adjacent to the farm.

In December 2023, the Trust entered into a contract 
with the Topping family to purchase 27 acres of 
productive farmland located on Halsey Lane in 
Bridgehampton. The farmland, which has been 
farmed for over 150 years by the family, has some 
of the most productive soils on Long Island – 
Bridgehampton silt loam and haven loam.  

This farmland preservation effort was a once 
in a lifetime opportunity to preserve land in an 
area with some of the most expensive real estate 
indicative of the agricultural history and landscape 
of Eastern Long Island.

“We especially thank Lew Frankfort and 
his family, along with Greg Holbrook, who 
were instrumental in the fundraising for this 
conservation success,” said John v.H. Halsey, 
President of the Peconic Land Trust.

This is truly a conservation deal of a lifetime.    
We are thankful to the Town of Southampton

and the many, many community members who 
saw how special and important this opportunity 

was and came together to make it happen.  

To learn more about this project, contact Kim Quarty, Director of 
Conservation Planning, at KQuarty@PeconicLandTrust.org.

TOPPING FARMLAND DONORS

Daniel Baldini
The Bartner Family
Carleen Borsella and Jonathan Hoefler
Jody and Jeff Cohen
Susan Drossman and Adam Sokoloff
The Frankfort Family
Susan Harrison and Sara Hart
Gregory Holbrook and Randall Culpepper
Nicholas Howey 
Claudia and James Joyce
Constance Kassouf
Anthony Korner and Justin Spring
Alden, James, and Alex Millard
John and Carey Millard
Eric and Lisa Nelson
Elizabeth O’Brien and Stephen Schiller
Rodney Propp
Peter D. Raymond
Rachel Ringler and Seth Siegel
Connie and John Sargent
Stephen M. Schiller
Diane and Paul Stebbins
James Wiener, Ph.D and Ms. Sara Gleit 
Gerard Widdershoven and V. Nicholas Howey
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At the end of August, Peconic Land Trust sold 
six acres of farmland to the Condzella family in 

Wading River – concluding the multi-pronged Wading 
River Farmland Initiative the Trust launched in 2020. 

These six acres were purchased by the Trust from 
Kenney Barra in December of 2020. Funding for the 
project was made possible by a grant from New 
York State Agriculture and Markets, which provided 
the funds for the Trust to purchase a conservation 
easement on the property.
 
With this latest transaction, the Condzella family 
has reacquired 24 acres of farmland they previously 
owned, including the 18 acres acquired from 

“We are so pleased to successfully conclude this 
multi-tiered transaction that sees additional 
farmland put back in the hands of the Condzella 
family,” said John v.H. Halsey, President, Peconic 
Land Trust.
 Our thanks go to Kenney Barra, the Condzellas, the 

Zoumases, NYS Ag & Markets and   the many donors 
who supported this initiative over the past 4 years.

Wading River Farmland Initiative Reaches Successful Conclusion

To learn more about our Farms for the Future Initiative, 
contact Dan Heston, Director of Agricultural Programs, at 
DHeston@PeconicLandTrust.org.

Farms for the Future Initiative Is Growing

  Farms for the Future

As we enter the waning days of the 2024 growing 
season, we have a lot to celebrate. 

This year, we expanded the percentage of farmland 
that we own into active leases with the farming 
community – both new farmers and established 
– leasing 371.12 acres of land to 35 farming 
operations. Farmers leasing land from the Trust are 
growing an incredible mix of agricultural products, 
from vegetables, flowers, and fruit, to livestock, 
bees and snails. 

We have also sold, and are in the process of selling, 
productive farmland in Southold along the Oregon 
Road corridor to qualified farmers thanks to the 
Trust’s acquisition of 192.17 acres from Mattituck 
Farm Holdings, owned by the Bacon Family Trust. 
To date, we have resold 80.68 of those acres to 
qualified farmers, including Sang Lee Farms and 
Sannino Vineyards.  We are in the process of selling 
an additional 81.13 acres through a new Request 
for Proposal process, and have plans to lease 30.36 
acres to farm operations, including graduates from 
our incubator farm program at Charnews Farm. 

We thank the Bacon Family Trust and Mattituck 
Farm Holdings for ensuring that these acres will 
be available for farming in perpetuity and for their 
belief in the Trust to carry this vision into the 
future. 

We built on this momentum later this year 
with the acquisition of 27 acres of farmland in 
Bridgehampton, which is currently in the process of 
being resold to farmers (see story on 
previous page).   

Stay tuned for more exciting 
news in the new year. 

the Zoumas brothers earlier this year. In total, 
the Condzellas have 39 acres of farmland under 
conservation. 

This exciting project was stewarded by Senior Project Manager 
Julie Wesnofske. To learn more, contact Julie Wesnofske at 
JWesnofske@PeconicLandTrust.org.
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  Quail Hill Farm 

The Trust’s Quail Hill Farm staff have a new 
house with a native plant yard!  Melanie 

Tebbens, Vice President of Peconic Land Trust 
applauds the work of Hampton Modular and MGD 
Horticultural Services, Inc. this past year. This 
affordable house project, situated near the farm, 
replaced an existing 1-bedroom seasonal cottage 
previously donated to the Trust in 1984 by Deborah 
Ann Light. The small property now boasts a new 
shingled 3-bedroom house in keeping with the 
neighborhood, and a sustainable landscaped yard 
designed to be resilient to dynamic weather patterns 
we experience.

Home Sweet Home Surrounded by Native Gardens  

Interested in learning more?  Contact Melanie Tebbens at 
MTebbens@PeconicLandTrust.org.  

   Whether it’s drought conditions 
or excessive rain, the native 
plantings have been selected to 
thrive without an irrigation system 
or mowing (like a conventional 
lawn). The geraniums and low 
bush blueberry thrive in the shaded 
side-yard, prairie dropseed grass, 
sweet pepperbush, and black-eyed 
Susans handle the drier conditions 
in the sun and conceal the new I/A 
septic system infrastructure that 
needs to be accessible for regular 
maintenance.  The American holly 
and bayberry provide privacy for 
the corner lot’s visibility without 
requiring regular hedge trimming, 

while the iris and soft rush are planted around the 
native stones for the bioswale to retain excess water 
that collects from the side and front yards.  All 
this topped off with a clover pathway meandering 
throughout to weed out invasives, and a native 
gravel patio area to enjoy the cooler yard on a hot 
summer’s day. 
Let’s check in next season to capture the 
beauty of their blossoms to which insects, 
birds, and bees will likely be attracted.  



Presenting:  The Great Tomato Taste Off  
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On the far side of the Autumnal Equinox, the 
daylength diminishes as we usher in the 

close of our 35th year of Community Supported 
Agriculture here on Deep Lane. This season, we 
successfully completed construction of a new 
modular home for our apprentices, began moving 
farm operations into our timber frame barn, 
hosted field trips with youth from local partner 
organizations like OLA and The Center, trialed 
new summer cover crop mixes, trained up a cohort 
of five beginning farmers, and hosted a raft of 
events for our CSA members, apprentices and 
community members. This summer featured fairly 
good growing conditions on account of regular rain 

events and adequate sunshine, 
allowing for fields and farmers 
to dry out and keep humming 
along largely on schedule. I 
say this a lot, but timing is 
everything, and just as soon 
as one’s best-laid production 

plans are tighter than a Coltrane solo, heavy rain 
events or prolonged drought can throw everything 
awry. The knock-on effects of diversified vegetable 
farming include our ability to absorb risk and still 
meet the moment: this season, we fed over 325 
families each week, and supplied several restaurant 
partners as well as our farmers market stall. 

One of the most unique aspects of Quail Hill 
Community Farm is its character, inlaid with 35 
years of humans interacting with the land and one 
another, season after season, year after year. Since 
1990, Quail Hill Community Farm has strived to 
strengthen ties between humans and the land: 
farmers and eaters, warp and weft alike. These 
relationships are our animating force, as well as 
the innate conservation ethic of stewarding land, 
building soil, and growing great food to nourish 
our East End community. 

  Quail Hill Farm 

Matt’s Wild Cherry  (red cherry) 
sUNGOld  (orange cherry) 

GlaCier  (red )

ChOCOlate stripes  (purple )

BlaCk ZeBra  (purple cherry  )

1

2

3

4

5

Interested in learning more about Quail Hill Farm?  Contact Farm 
Director Layton Guenther at LGuenther@PeconicLandTrust.org.  

Field Notes:  Musings of the 2024 Season from Layton...

The Great Tomato Taste-Off went beautifully this past 
season.  Under the direction of GTTO maestra Jane 
Weissman, we supped on a smorgasbord of the love 
apple in 50 or so enticing shapes, colors and flavors. 
More than 150 people joined us, with 117 tasters filling 
out rating sheets. A small army of volunteers, farmers 
and Trust staff were mobilized for this event, and we 
(enthusiastically!) thank all involved in helping us pull 
it off. And the results are in!
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Good Times   

Through Farms & Fields
a country supper in celebration of our local bounty

Scenes from our 2024 celebration at Channing Fields, Bridgehampton, New York

SAVE THE DATE

AUGUST 3, 2025 
www.PeconicLandTrust.org/TFF2025
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save the date

Good Times   

Honoring Kate and Andrew Davis

Interested in attending or learning more about sponsorship opportunities for next year’s Through Farms and Fields?  
Contact Bridget Micieli-Martinez, Senior Marketing & Event Manager at BMartinez@PeconicLandTrust.org. 

An Afternoon of Celebration at Channing Fields

This summer, we celebrated conservation at our 
annual supper, Through Farms and Fields. 

We were honored to be breaking bread together 
at Channing Fields, an extraordinary location that 
exemplifies the vision and will of the late Walter 
Channing and his family to conserve over 50 acres 
of land in Bridgehampton. The Trust is especially 
proud to have been of service to Walter in his 
conservation quest. 

For many years beginning in the early 1990s, the 
Trust was fortunate to work with Walter on his 
vision to acquire and protect over 50 acres of land 
in Bridgehampton. These acres, including vines, 
meadows and woodland, are part of an assemblage 
of over 100 acres that the Trust worked to preserve. 
We thank Molly Channing and her family for 
welcoming us. 

On this 
beautiful 
summer 
evening, we 
also had the 
pleasure to 
thank and 
celebrate our 
TFF 2024 
Honorees, Kate 
and Andrew 
Davis. While our work with Kate and Andrew is 
relatively new, the impact of their support has 
been considerable. They stepped up in a big way to 
help us acquire Broad Cove, a new 100-acre Trust 
preserve in Aquebogue, when it was at risk of being 
developed and time was of the essence. And they 
have made a multi-year commitment to enable the 
Trust to make a huge impact in the Georgica Pond 
watershed. Their partnership with us to conserve 
land that is critical to water quality, wildlife, and 
the public has been extraordinary. 

Along with funding for research and mitigation 
strategies, their contributions are having a direct 
impact on the health and well-being of our 
communities. We have nothing but gratitude for 
Kate and Andrew as they join the growing list of 
our honorees who have truly made a difference. 

Thank you to those who gathered with us to 
celebrate conservation – and to the Davises 

and the Channings for their commitment and 
support of conservation on Long Island!
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Bridge Gardens  

Having a Gourd Time at the Autumn Open House
The Trust welcomed people of all ages to its annual Autumn Open House in October.  The day 
dawned sunny and bright, and drew an enthusiastic crowd to Bridge Gardens.  There was much to 
do throughout the afternoon, including a garden-wide scavenger hunt, painting a pumpkin to bring 
home, creating a nature-inspired cyanotype print with Parrish 
Road Show artist Andrea Cote, seed planting with Summerhill 
Landscapes, a guided bird walk with Sofo, and more! The 
Tewa Marimba Band from Bridgehampton School entertained 
throughout the afternoon to enthusiastic applause, and the 
day closed with a song of gratitude offered by members of the 
Shinnecock Nation.

Thank you to our wonderful hardworking staff and volunteers as well as our program 
partners, including Bridgehampton Museum, Children’s Museum of the East End, Friends 
of the Long Pond Greenbelt, Hank’s Pumpkintown, Parrish Art Museum, The Shine Studio, 
Shinnecock Kelp Farmers, South Fork Natural History Museum (SoFo), Suffolk Alliance for 

Pollinators, Summerhill Landscapes, and the Tewa Marimba Band.
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Bridge Gardens saw many new and familiar faces 
this year as we redoubled our efforts to make 

the space a true community resource. In fact, art 
and culture took center stage this year when the 
Parrish Road Show artist, Andrea Cote, created 
and installed a garden-wide exhibition. Andrea’s 
art uses the sun and lunar cycles as inspiration 
to imprint images of plants through a cyanotype 
process on fabric. Visitors of all ages came to view 
this beautiful exhibition and enjoyed relaxing with 
friends and family. 

Bridge Gardens was also the setting for returning 
visits with the students of the Bridgehampton Child 
Care and Recreation Center (The Center) who 
arrived weekly throughout the summer for a variety 
of hands-on garden experiences. The Center’s Ella 
Snow worked with Garden Director Rick Bogusch to 
ensure an excellent and immersive experience was 
enjoyed by all. The Gardens also hosted multiple 
visits with several other community organizations, 
including Hampton Library, The Shine Studio, and 
Hayground School. 

June saw Bridge Gardens’ first native plant sale, 
with an enthusiastic crowd purchasing many plants 
for their gardens, including a variety of grasses, 
woody shrubs, and flowering perennials. All were 
healthy and lush and grown locally by North 
Fork Native Plants.  We’re busy planning for next 
year — stay tuned for a June 2025 date. Looking 
ahead, we’re turning our attention to the future of 
Bridge Gardens and planning to move forward on 
an adaptive reuse of the Garden House that will 
make the space ADA compliant. Once the estimated 
$4 million project is completed, it will provide 

Bridge Gardens  

For more information on this project, please contact
Bridge Gardens Director, Rick Bogusch at 
RBogusch@PeconicLandTrust.org.  

Bridge Gardens, a Community Resource for All

expanded spaces for learning and conversations on 
issues important to our environment, as well as the 
return of our wildly popular Winter Lecture Series, 
cancelled at the start of the pandemic due to a lack 
of indoor space. The renovation will also enable us 
to offer more workshops and other programming 
despite inclement weather, and to provide accessible 
indoor restrooms.

We look forward to sharing 
all that is happening at 

Bridge Gardens with you!

Open 7-days a week, 
year round! 

Winter hours begin on 
December 21 - March 31:   10am – 3pm, 

In-Season hours:   
April 1 - December 20:  10am – 4pm. 

Can’t make it to Bridge Gardens? 
Visit our blog, at 

www.peconiclandtrust.org/blog 
where you can enjoy all of Bridge Gardens 

eNewsletters, videos, and stories, including 
Rick’s Native Plant of the Month, Weed of the 

Month, garden-to-table recipes, and more.



Water Matters   
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The Sagg Pond community 
came together in August 

for a research update and 
engaging conversation about 
the future of Sagg Pond.  

Like many of our ponds 
and bays on eastern Long 
Island, Sagg Pond has long 
suffered from the effects of 
excessive nutrient loading 
from various sources. 
In 2019, Peconic Land 
Trust began building 
a coalition of partners, 
including Stony Brook 
University, committed 
to studying numerous 
issues that plague the 
pond with the hope 
of implementing 
solutions to improve 
the resilience of this 
fragile and precious place. 

The preliminary findings confirmed that an over-
abundance of nitrogen and other nutrients in the 
water leads to harmful algal blooms in Sagg Pond. 
The likely sources of nitrogen include fertilizer 
runoff from farms and lawns, aging septic systems, 
legacy nitrogen from numerous sources found in 
groundwater and (to a lesser degree) atmospheric 
deposition. 

In 2021, with the cause of the algal blooms identified, 
the Trust contracted scientists from Cornell 
Cooperative Extension’s (CCE) Marine program 
to research the locations of nitrogen-rich groundwater 
seepage into the pond and potential remediation 

methods to remove nitrogen before it 
reaches the pond. 

Once the sources of groundwater seepage 
areas were identified, we began the process 
of locating areas for the installation of 
Permeable Reactive Barriers (PRBs). PRBs 
are a remediation method that breaks down 

nitrogen and 
other nutrients 
before they 
reach the pond 
using natural 
materials such as 
wood chips.  

PRBs act as an 
underground 
sponge,                                                                                                                                      

removing 
nitrogen and other 
contaminants from 

groundwater before they reach Sagg Pond. 
With no aboveground structures, they’re virtually 
invisible. We actually walked right past them after the 
presentation! 
 
Installed in October of 2023, the pilot PRB is already 
reducing nutrients flowing into Sagg Pond from this 
site by 40%. Permitting for the next PRB is in the 
works, and prospective future sites are still being 
identified.  

This critical remediation work is only possible 
because of the passion and generosity of the 
Sagg Pond community. We need your help to 

protect Sagg Pond’s future.

Celebrating and Saving Sagg Pond 

Scenes from the summer update 
garden party on Sagg Pond 

To learn more, contact Amanda Abraham, Director of Development, 
at AAbraham@PeconicLandTrust.org.  
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The Living Lands Program, an initiative of the 
Trust and Perfect Earth Project, is designed 

to educate homeowners on environmentally 
responsible gardening and land care practices. 

Leading the program on Long Island is Tim 
Wheeler, Living Lands Regional Manager.  Since 
March, Tim has been meeting with homeowners 
to help them transition from conventional, toxic 
landscaping methods to nature-based land care 
practices. 

Tim comes to this role with a background 
in ecology and a master's in environmental 
management. Most recently he was an environmental 
educator at Wave Hill in the Bronx. What drew 
him to Perfect Earth Project was the opportunity to 
work with the community and combine his working 
background with his hobby of gardening. 

If you live on the South Fork between Hampton 
Bays and Montauk, you can schedule a free, 1-hour 
home visit with Tim.

Rachel Friedman, Outreach Assistant 
Coordinator, Peconic Estuary Program 

geotagging at Broad Cove Preserve  

Tim Wheeler, Living Lands Regional Manager 

During the visit, he will 
review your current 
landscaping practices 
and answer site-specific 
questions. Afterwards 
he will follow up with 
a report that includes 
suggestions and tips on 
improving your landscape 
and practices. 

His top suggestions are to stop using all pesticides and 
chemical fertilizers and to irrigate deeply (6-8 inches 
deep; at least 30 minutes) only when needed.
It’s better for your plants. 

Thank you to the Georgica Pond and Sagg Pond 
communities for supporting this position 

and the free home visits. 
To learn more about the Living Lands Program, or to schedule a 
home consultation, visit perfectearthproject.org/living-lands/

Citizen Science Opportunity!  Help Us Help Project R.I.S.E

The 
impact 

of climate 
change 
along our 
coastlines 
can be 
difficult 
to detect 
with an 
occasional 
visit to 
the beach. 

However, 
capturing 

images of sea level rise over time will surely tell 
the story. With this in mind, our stewardship team 
partnered with Peconic Baykeeper earlier this year 
to install three Chronolog stations in support of the 
bay keeper’s Project R.I.S.E. (Recording Inundation 
Surrounding the Estuary) initiative. You can help!

Project R.I.S.E. asks those who visit certain 
properties located along the Peconic Estuary 
(situated between the North and South Forks) 
to take a photo and upload it to Chronolog. All 

photos collectively document the long-term 
impact of climate change and sea level rise on our 
shorelines. The Trust’s Widow’s Hole Preserve at 
the end of Fourth Street in Greenport, Edwards 
Farm Preserve on the Main Road in Orient, 
and Broad Cove Preserve on Overlook Drive in 
Riverhead each have a Chronolog station in place. 
Simply walk to the shoreline where you’ll find a 
wooden post on which is mounted a cell phone 
holder. Put your cell phone in it horizontally and 
snap a photo of the shoreline and then follow the 
directions to send your photo to Chronolog. 

This citizen science initiative is a five year 
effort, funded by a grant provided through 

the Peconic Estuary Partnership. 

Interested in visiting all 15 Chronolog sites? 
Go to www.PeconicBaykeeper.org for more 

information and a complete listing of places to 
visit and photograph. 

Your help will make a difference!
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PECONIC LEGACY 
CIRCLE 

Peconic Legacy Circle members 
have let us know their intention to 
remember the Trust in their estate 
planning. Legacy gifts are among 
the most meaningful ways to 
ensure that Long Island’s beautiful 
beaches, clean water, working 
farms, majestic woodland, and 
pristine wetlands will be protected 
for generations to come.

Jerry Adler and Beth Lebowitz
Carol Mulvihill Ahlers and 
  Ronald Ahlers
John Bacon
Maddy Beckwith
Glorian Berk
Judith C. Bird
James Cain
Thomas K. Chu, Esq.
Patricia Dermody
RaineyDay and John Erwin
John and Candice Frawley
Nancy Gilbert and Richard Wines
Dinni Gordon
Victoria Herbert
Anne Hopkins
Jane Iselin
Ed Krug
Paul Margolis
Carol and Richard Mavity
Russell McCall
Joe Mc Kay
Harry Neyens
Barbara Phillips
Sandra Powers
Pat Sanders
Judith Saner
Rosa, Tony, and Geneva Smith
Carol Steinberg
Rand Stoll
Rosemary Terribile
Drs. Stephen and Leona Torkelson
Jeffrey Vogel
Greg Wiseman
Yaffa Foundation

CONSERVATION
COUNCIL

Conservation Council members 
support our work and further the 
Trust’s mission in both an advisory 
and honorary capacity. Council 
members are annual donors who 
gave $5,000 to $24,999.

Jerome Adler and Beth Lebowitz
Eric Altman
Joseph and Stephanie Angelone
Barbara Aueron
The Hilaria and Alec Baldwin  
  Foundation
Bob Baldwin and Margaret Sieck
Steve and Laura Bartholomew
The Bathing Corporation of 
  Southampton
Gregory Bauso
Kathleen Kmet Becker
Ruth and Leonard Benowich
Fran Bermanzohn and 
  Alan Roseman
Estate of Philip M. Bagioli
Rob and Carolyn Brennan
John Buttrick and Alexandra Ching
David and Lynn Bynum
Marcia Bystryn
Kelly Cahill
James Cain
California Community Foundation
The Kate W. Cassidy Foundation
The Cohen Suchman Family    
  Foundation
Thomas Crane
Matthew and Laurie Daly
Ellen Darion and Roger Chudzik 
Dime Abstract LLC
William C. Dowling Jr. Foundation
Alan and Harriet Dresher
RaineyDay and John Erwin
Susan Edwards and Ian Ziskin
Julia Fahey and Ben Rice
Rosemary and Carlos Ferrer
Ann ffolliott
Robert Fleischer and Susan Raanan
Hans Flick and Celeste Kime
Linda Frankenbach
John and Candice Frawley
Joan Ganz Cooney
Anne Garonzik
Joan and Tom Geismar
Barbara and Henry Gooss
Dinni Gordon
Jon and Mindy Gray
Jonathan Green and 
  Hilary Thomas
Mike Griffin
Louise Guarneri and 
  Stephen Gelfman
Susan Koehn Habermann and    
  Matthew Habermann
Amy and Doug Halsey
Howard Herman
Jon Hlafter and Claudia Hamilton
Constance Hoguet Neel
Carolyn and David Holstein
Steven and Susan Holzman
Bettysue Hughes
Alice and David Hunt
Merrin Jenkins
Constance Kassouf

Larry Klurfeld and Joele Frank
Eric and Brittny Knight
Anthony Korner and Justin Spring
Charles Krasne
Lisa Landsman
Richard and Barbara Lane
Tyra Liebmann
Judith Little
Neil and Amelia MacDonald
Tim and Cyndi Maran
Garrard Beeney and Evan Mason
Richard Mavity and 
  Carole Greene-Mavity
Patricia McIntyre
Luca Mellon
James Mellon
Meryl Meltzer, Romenesa 
  Foundation
Mendez/Henshaw Family
Alastair G. C. Merrick and 
  Tracey Dedrick
James G. Millard
Dede Gotthelf Moan and 
  Terry Moan
Mary and Garrett Moran
Alison Morgridge
Amanda and Neal Moszkowski
Olivia Motch
Carol Mulvihill Ahlers and 
  Ronald Ahlers
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel F. Murphy
Patricia and Peter Nadosy
Daniel and Brooke Neidich
Christopher and Sandra Nuzzi
Brian O’Leary and Mary Griffo
Joe Mc Kay
John and Jenny Paulson
Jennifer and James Pike
Anne and Jeff Pundyk
Sandy and Michael Richman 
Paul F. Rickenbach, Jr.
David Rohde
Alfred and Jane Ross 
  Foundation, Inc.
Robert M. Rubin and 
  Stephane Samuel
Andrew Sabin Family Foundation
Judith Saner
Linda S. Sanford
Linda and Richard Schaps
Robert Serling
Burt and Stanley Shaffer 
  Foundation
Elizabeth and Robert Sheehan
Daryl Simon
Frederick and Nancy Smith
Stacy Sonnenberg
Diane and Paul Stebbins
Lauren Stone
Summerhill Landscapes, Inc.
Peter Talty and Linda Stabler-Talty
Margaretta Taylor 
Michele and Pat Trunzo III
George Tyda and Mary Gwen 
Halsey Tyda
Lucy Veltri
Glyn Vincent and Stacy Goodman
Paul Vizcarrondo
Pamela Weekes
Samantha Wender
Gerard Widdershoven and 
  V. Nicholas Howey
Woodward Family Charitable
  Foundation

TRUSTEES COUNCIL
Trustees Council members 
support our work and further the 
Trust’s mission in both an advisory 
and honorary capacity. Council 
members are donors who gave 
at the $25,000 level or more, 
and/or those who have made an 
extraordinary lifetime gift to  
the Trust. 

Avalon Nature Preserve
Zack Bacon
Daniel Baldini
Cecilia and Doug Bartner
Glorian Berk
Jeff and Jody Cohen

Anne Nickel Curtin
Peg and Peter D’Angelo
Andrew Davis, Trustee, the Shelby     
  Cullom Davis Charitable Fund
Margaret de Cuevas and Eric Schott
Charles and Nathalie de Gunzburg - 
The Canary Charitable Foundation
The Frankfort Family
Nancy Gilbert and Richard Wines
The Joyce and Irving Goldman  
  Family Foundation
The Horace W. Goldsmith   
  Foundation
Steve and Maureen Hannan
Susan Harrison and Sara Hart
John and Sally Henry
Jonathan Hoefler and 
  Carleen Borsella
Gregory Holbrook and
  Randall Culpepper
Lisa and Sim Johnston
Claudia and James Joyce
Kenneth and Jeanne Levy-Church
Jackie LiCalzi and Jill Schlesinger
Michael Light
The Long Island Community   
  Foundation
The Makowski Trust
Nancy and Howard Marks
Mark McIntyre and Honor Lassalle
John and Carey Millard
The Moore Charitable Foundation
Eric and Lisa Nelson
Harry Neyens
Rodney Propp
Peter D. Raymond
Katharine Rayner
John and Connie Sargent
Seth Siegel and Rachel Ringler
Sisters of St. Dominic
Barbara Slifka
Susan and Adam Sokoloff
Stein Family, East Marion
Lizzie and Jonathan Tisch
Thomas and Alice Tisch
Peter and Laura Treadway
Roger Waters
Philippa Weismann and Lucy Veltri
Christopher and Elizabeth    
  Williamson
Ken and Megan Wright
Yaffa Foundation
Lloyd Zuckerberg and 
  Charlotte Triefus

Supporters at all levels for joining us in looking towards a future 
that values the working farms, natural lands, and the heritage we all share. 

Over the past year, we are grateful to our . . . 



PRESIDENT’S
COUNCIL

President’s Council members 
support our work and further the 
Trust’s mission in both an advisory 
and honorary capacity. Council 
members are donors who gave 
$1,000 to $4,999.

William Abranowicz and 
  Andrea Raisfeld
Sherrill and Gerald Adams
Diana and Kenneth Adams
Michael and Sheryl Ahearn
Jessica Alfonsi - 
  The Scully Peretsman Foundation
Toby and Kenneth Alfred
The Andromeda Foundation
Dr. Paula J. Angelone and 
  Jerry Rosengarten
Timothy and Ranjana Armstrong
Emily Aspinall
Christopher and Wanyong Austin
Jonathan and Cecilia Avedon
Lisa M. Burrell Baker
Leslie Barker
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Baron
Mary Beth and James Barrett
Jim and Ann Barry 
  Artisan Mortgage
Kyra and David Barry
Suzanne and Enrico Bartolucci
Betsy Battle
Richard Battle
John and Bettina Benson
Anne Berkowitch
Kathy and Gene Bernstein
Richard Bernstein and 
  Christine Ritenis
Jeffrey, Helice, and 
  Nataliya Bernstein
Suzanne Bloomer
Bob Bourque and Katherine Staton
Robert Boyle
Bradshaw Family
Elizabeth Branch
Bobbie Braun - The Neuwirth  
  Foundation
Patricia Ann Brennan
The Bridgehampton 
  Association, Inc.
Erik Brockmeyer and Scott Sottile
Stacey and David Brodsky
Robert Brooks
Alexis Brosen, MD and 
  Jonathan Birkhahn
Irene and Stephen Brotman
Marcus and Joanne Bryan
The Burke Family Foundation
Bettina and Bruce Buschel
Janel Anderberg Callon
George and Jayne Cavagnaro
Carol and Jim Cavaluzzi
Camilla Hildreth Cesarini
Molly Channing
Lori and Alexandre Chemla
Thomas K. Chu, Esq.
Michael Coles and Edie Landeck
The Commonwealth Fund
Romy and David Coquillette
Peter Corbett
Dave and Vivian Corwith
M. Elaine Crocker and 
  Ralph Crocker
Ellen and Jerry Cromack
Alice and Harold Culver
Susan D’Alessio and Al Ganci
Michael Daly and Massiel Alvarez
Paul Powers and Tina Davis
Kristen Dawson

Robert and Kristen DeLaMater
Kathy Delaney Glenn and 
  Ned Glenn
Dean Dinnebeil and Anne Tobias
Tara Dolan
Laura Donnelly
Kathleen M. Doyle
Matthew Dresher
Karin C. Driscoll
Susan Dusenberry
Samuel and Hakan Eber
Katherine Ender and 
  Shoshanah Brown
Cornelia Erpf-Forsman and 
  Paul Forsman
Michael Escue and Scott Wimbush
Ellen and Michael P. Esposito, Jr.
Dennis Esposito
Jane and Michael Fasullo
Judith and Warren Feder
Jill and Joseph Fergus
Ferguson & Shamamian Architects
Carlos Fernandez-Aller and 
  Trevena Yong
Laura and Michael Ferrante
Eric Fischl and April Gornik
Robert and Noreen Fisher 
Gabriella Fitzgerald and Jake Creem
Beth Fleisher and 
  Christopher Claremont
Anna Lou Fletcher
Stephanie and Lawrence Flinn, Jr.
The Fries Family
Martie and Rick Fritz
Edward and Roberta Gardner
Emily and Huntley Garriott
Patricia Garrity
Sima Ghadamian
Kenneth Gilman and Carol Feinberg
Nancy and Tom Gleason
Paul Goldberger
Suzanne and John Golden
Goldman Sonnenfeldt Foundation
Joanne and Thomas Gouge
Dominic Grasso
Gloria Greco and Elizabeth Crea
Steven Greenfield
Georgianne and Douglas Gregg
Madelaine Haberman and 
  Michael Sprung
Melinda Hackett
Russell Hall
John Halsey and Janis Ebli-Halsey
William Hamilton
Tricia Hammes and 
  Jerome Mounier
Brittany Handelson
Zoltan Hankovszky and 
  Beatrice Philippe
Herrick Hardware
David A. Hart and Dale Daley
Allison Heinin
Heather Henson
Michael Herz and Jean Roiphe
Susan Holden
Lisa Holmes
Diana Horowitz and Alain Machu
George and Linda Hossenlopp
Eric Huang and Tanja Norwood
Susan Hyde
Paul and Lynn Ingrassia
Donna Issenberg
JC Construction 
  Management Corp.
Jean Brown Johnson
Frederick Johs
Marilyn Jones MD
John Josephson and Carolina Zapf
Katy Kamen
Kimberly and John Keiserman
Mark Keller and Ana Sanchez

Peggy and Al Kelly
Wendy Keys
Christine Killorin and 
  John Nussbaumer
Anthony Kiser/The William and   
  Mary Greve Foundation
Ed Krug and John Haubrich
Peter Lampone
Mara and Dean Landis
Mark Landis
Wendy and Steven Langman
Kathy and Michael Lavyne
Warren Leight
Alfred Levitt and Megan Bowles
Richard Liebowitz and 
  Consuelo Prol
John Lipsky
Lisa Liquori and Eugene Fine
Gary Lofgren
David Lopez
Patricia Lowry and John Touhey
Francine Lynch
William and Phyllis Mack Family  
  Foundation
Karen Magovern
Mark and Nina Magowan
Arthur and Mary Maguire
Antoinette Maloney and Luz Trejos
Anthony Manheim and 
  Elaine Reiss Manheim
Joseph and Linda Mansour
Philip and Elizabeth Marinelli
Ryan Marshall and Mary Herms
Anthony and Christina Mason
Leslie and Thomas Matthews
The May Foundation
W.D. and J.G. McCoy Family 
  Foundation
Polly McQueen
Kenneth Merlau
Kim and Evan Meyers
Cody Milch
Nicole Miller and Kim Taipale
Maryellyn and Thad Miller
Maryann and Bob Miller
Edward and Julie Minskoff
Blaze Makoid and Tracy Mitchell
Doris and Christian Mittweg
Theresa Molloy
Mary and Tom Morgan
Jennifer and Robert Munkelwitz
D. Garry Munson and 
  Lynn McMahon
Michelle Napoli
Kristen and Christopher Neimeth
Connie and John Norbeck
Northern Trust Charitable Giving 
Liza and John Nugent
Elizabeth O’Brien and
  Stephen Schiller
Maureen O’Leary
Joseph Obermayer and 
  Nicolas Rutherford
Jane and Bob Oberrender
James Olson and Karen Shaw
John and Joan Owens
Richard Partington
Boushelle and James Pearson
Peconic Propane Inc.
Jacqui and Lawrence Perrine
Preston Phillips and 
 Charles Forthofer
Fredda Plesser
Stuart Plesser
Nancy and Sheldon Prentice
Joseph Pufahl
Anne and John Rachel
RB Irrigation
Yvetta Rechler-Newman
Suzanne and Philip Reynolds
Susan Wood Richardson

Robert Rifkind
Pierce Roberts
Marc and Lori Robinson
Amy and John Rocchetta
Jane Rode
Tamsin Roe and Stewart Mackie
Phyllis and Jim Rogers
Christopher Rogers
Lisa Roselli
Daniel M. Rosen, CPA
Drs. Lori and Scott Rosen
Janet C. Ross
Isabella Rossellini
Steven Frankel and Debbie Rudoy
Ann Sandford
Lynn and John Savarese
Maria Schlanger and 
  Steven Birenbaum
Michael Schultz
Valerie Scopaz
Marianne and Dom Seddio
Dom Seddio
Tracy and Eric Semler
Dozie Sheahan
Jeffrey Silberstein and 
  Scott Goldsmith
Denise Silva-Dennis and
  Avery Dennis, Jr.
Alison and Edward Simioni
Kevin and Mariann Simms
Cynthia Smith and Gregory Petrick
Suzanne Smith
Shelley and David Sonenberg
Katie and Jonah Sonnenborn
Michael and Melissa Sorvillo
Herbert J. and Marsha K. Stern
Lisa Stiefvater and Robert Ruocco
Rand, Emilie, and Ben Stoll
Jennifer Stone
Jeff and Kerry Strong
Richard and Susan Sullivan
Taranto Family Foundation
Lenard and Fern Tessler
Tim Blenk Tree Care
Gail Tiska-Flurry and Steve Flurry
Peter and Irene Treiber
Jane and Geoffrey Troy
Rose and David Tsoupros
Edwina von Gal
Alex von Hoffmann
James Vos and Stephanie Joyce
Randy Wade and Martin Heitner
Candace and Jonathan Wainwright
Cynthia Wainwright
Dorothy and Susanne Waldron
Nora Ann Wallace
Andrew Walsh
Mary and Michael Ward
Jerrell Watts
Claude Weir and 
  Yvette Arsenec-Weir
Michael and Leah Weisberg
Henry Weisburg and Lisa Donneson
Marissa Wesely and 
  Fred Hamerman
Richard Whalen
Gwen Whiting and James Dale
Lisa and Walter Wick
James Willse
Richard and Debbie Wilpon
Patricia and Frederick Yosca
Julie and Joe Zaykowski
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In appreciation of your generosity, the 
Trust provides ongoing opportunities 
for our major supporters to engage with 
our work and broader conservation 
challenges.  

On a quarterly basis, we invite all Council 
and Legacy Circle members to join us 
for Coffee and Conversation events. 
Held both in-person and virtually over 
Zoom, these events are an opportunity 
to connect with leaders on the Trust’s 
staff and board and to learn more about 
the recent conservation achievements 
made possible by your support. Members 
of our Legacy Circle and Trustees and 
Conservation Councils are also invited to 
join us throughout the year for our Council 
Luncheon networking and educational 
events.
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SAGG POND 
RESTORATION FUND 

DONORS 
Lea Attalla
Bob Baldwin and Margaret Sieck
Clarissa and Edgar Bronfman Jr.
Nancy and Frank Bynum
Lisa Collier Cool
Anne Nickel Curtin
Dan and Aiko Decelles
Charles and Nathalie de Gunzburg 
- The Canary Charitable     
  Foundation
Peggy and Millard Drexler

Andrea H. Fahnestock
Robert Fleischer and Susan Raanan
Susan and Gary Garrabrant
Michael Gibaldi
The Joyce and Irving Goldman   
  Family Foundation
Joanne and Thomas Gouge
Steven Greenfield
Amy and Doug Halsey
Suzanne Halsey
Joan Hamburg
Bettysue Hughes
Scott Irwin
The J. Baker Foundation
Claudia and James Joyce

Thank you to our Council members for your 
continued leadership and support! 

Following a Coffee & Conversation gathering held at her 
home in Peconic, host Jan Nicholson led Council and Legacy 
Circle members for a tour of the historic cottage she recently 

protected in partnership with the Trust. 

At a Council Luncheon in Manhattan, Council and Legacy 
Circle members learned about land initiatives implemented on 

the Sisters of Saint Joseph’s 212-acre Brentwood campus.

Laurie Landeau
Mark Landis
Richard and Barbara Lane
Tony Hitchcock and Jean Lindgren
Richard and Elizabeth Livingston
Marilyn Clark and Jaime Lopez
Ngaere Macray
The Makowski Trust
Mark McIntyre and Honor Lassalle
Edward and Sandra Meyer
Elizabeth Sweezy and Ken Miller
Amanda and Neal Moszkowski
Jane and Bob Oberrender
Otis and Nancy Pearsall
Jenny and Andy Peltz

Barbara Phillips
Susan Rabinovitch
Stefan Reniak
Carla Rich
Deborah and Arthur Romaine
Ann Sandford
Meriwether Schmid
Irving Shafran
Barbara Slifka
Edward Sopher
Lizzie and Jonathan Tisch
Philippa Weismann and Lucy Veltri
Nancy and Jay Zises

To learn more about how to increase your giving to become a Council 
member, contact Olivia Waterhouse, Donor Relations Coordinator, 
at OWaterhouse@PeconicLandTrust.org.



BRIDGE GARDENS 
DONORS

 
Partner
Rick Bogusch
Susan Edwards and 
  Ian Ziskin
Nancy Gilbert and Richard Wines
Harry Neyens

Patron 
Carol Mulvihill Ahlers and 
  Ronald Ahlers
Bobbie Braun - The Neuwirth  
  Foundation
Barbara Phillips

Benefactor
Judith Saner
Rand, Emilie, and Ben Stoll
Bridgehampton Association 
 
Friend
Araiys Design
Meredith Byers
Herlin and Kay Kilpatric Callan
Yvette DeBow-Salsedo and 
  Rino Salsedo
RaineyDay and John Erwin
Amy and Doug Halsey
Marisol and Edward Mafoud
Claude Weir and 
  Yvette Arsenec- Weir
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Hosts:  The Channing Family 
Honoree:  Kate & Andrew Davis
EMCEE:  Jill Schlesinger
Land Steward 
The Makowski Trust
Yaffa Foundation

Patron 
Advantage Title
Ruth and Leonard Benowich
Carleen Borsella and
  Jonathan Hoefler 
Rob and Carolyn Brennan
Susan Harrison and Sara Hart
Jackie LiCalzi and Jill Schlesinger

Advocate 
Dime Abstract LLC
RaineyDay and John Erwin 
Amy Halsey, Doug Halsey,  
  June Halsey, Mark Halsey,                                
  Meredith Halsey and 
  Matthew Bossler 
Dorothy Lichtenstein 
Katharine Rayner
Sandy and Michael Richman 
Paul Rickenbach and 
  Jennifer Berkeley
Robins Island Foundation 

Judith Saner
Linda S. Sanford 
Square Foot Gardening Foundation
Peter J. Talty and  
  Linda Stabler-Talty 
Michele and Pat Trunzo III

Friend 
Carol Mulvihill Ahlers and  
  Ronald Ahlers
Dr. Fred and Barbara Aueron
Cecilia and Jonathan Avedon   
Robert Baldwin and Margaret Sieck
Ann and Jim Barry, 
  Artisan Mortgage  
John Buttrick and Alexandra Ching
Carol and James Cavaluzzi  
Susan D’Alessio and Al Ganci  
Michael Daly and Massiel Alvarez
Kathleen M. Doyle
Ann ffolliott 
Hans Flick and Celeste Kime  
Hampton Coffee Company 
Candice and John Frawley
Nancy Gilbert and Richard Wines  
Barbara and Henry Gooss
Jonathan Green and 
  Hilary Thomas    
GreenLogic LLC
Louise Guarneri and  
  Stephen Gelfman 
Madelaine Haberman and 
  Michael Sprung

Lists created on October 15, 2024 

Through Farms & 
Fields 

WHAT A DAY FOR PECONINIC! 
Every year, on the first Saturday of June, we celebrate land conservation with you.  In 2024, we 
hosted our annual thank you picnic at the historic Sylvester Manor located on Shelter Island 
for a day of delicous lunch, music from East Bound Freight, 
lawn games, engaging conversation and an overwhelming 
sense of togetherness.  We celebrated over 40 years of 
conservation work under clear skies 
and abundant sunshine. Thank you to 
Stephen Searl, Sara Gordon, and the 
entire team at Sylvester Manor for 
welcoming us.
We can’t wait to see you in 2025!  

Herrick Hardware, Inc. 
David A. Hart and Dale Daley
Ed Krug and John Haubrich
Carolyn and David Holstein
JP Morgan
Doris and Christian Mittweg 
Terry Moan and Dede Gotthelf
Garry Munson and 
  Lynn McMahon  
Jan Nicholson 
Peconic Propane
Jennifer and James Pike,  
  Pike Farms
John A. Rachel
RB Irrigation 
Michael Schultz and Jan Planit
Tracy and Eric Semler
Paul Vizcarrondo
Edwina von Gal
Lloyd Zuckerberg and 
  Charlotte Triefus

Through Farms and Fields 
Committee: 
Ed Krug (Co-Chair), 
Jackie LiCalzi (Co-Chair)
Carolyn Brennan, Michael Daly, 
Hatsy Dresher, Nancy Goell, 
Carolyn Holstein, Dede Moan, 
Judy Saner



Board of Directors (2024-2025)
Edward Krug, Chair
Nora J. Catlin, Vice Chair
John v.H. Halsey, President 
Nancy Gilbert, Treasurer
John E. Larkin, Assistant Treasurer
Harriet H. Dresher, Secretary
Amanda Merrow, Assistant Secretary
Richard Baldwin 
Ann G. ffolliott
Katharine Griffiths
Jacqueline LiCalzi
Valerie M. Scopaz
Denise Silva-Dennis
Thomas B. Williams, Board Chair Emeritus 

Counsel
Leonard Benowich, Esq.
Eileen K. Chauvet. Esq.
Ellen Fred, Esq.
William T. Hutton, Esq.
Misti Schmidt, Esq. 
Courtney Therien, Esq.          
Heather Wright, Esq. 
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Mission Statement
The Peconic Land Trust conserves Long Island’s working farms, natural lands, and heritage for our communities now 
and in the future.

The Peconic Land Trust is a 501(c)(3) non profit organization. Financial Disclosure Statement: A copy of the last financial report filed with the New York State 
Attorney General may be obtained in writing from: New York State Attorney General’s Charities Bureau, Attn: FOIL Officer, 28 Liberty Street, New York, NY 10005 
or Peconic Land Trust.

Staff 
John v.H. Halsey, President 
Amanda Abraham, Director of Development
Madison Aldrich, Farm Manager, Quail Hill Farm
Christina Badalamenti, Intern, Conservation Planning Department
Janine Beck, Manager of Accounting 
Richard Bogusch, Director, Bridge Gardens 
Thomas Corcoran, GIS Technician and Stewardship Coordinator
Megan E. Cuddy, Administrative Assistant to President and 
  Vice President
Alex Doskoez, Land Steward Associate 
Layton Guenther, Director, Quail Hill Farm
Josh Halsey, Senior Environmental Programs Manager
Robin L. Harris, Senior Stewardship Office Manager 
Dan Heston, Director of Agricultural Programs
Kathleen Kennedy, Senior Manager of Outreach
‘Aleki Lui, Donor Information Specialist 
Matt Laspia, Garden Assistant, Bridge Gardens 
Jessie McSwane, Senior Stewardship Manager
Lori Mikula, Director of Finance  
Jessica Murphy, Grant Administrator 
Bridget Q. Micieli-Martinez, Senior Marketing and Events Manager 
Brendan Minogue, Stewardship Manager
Erin Plitt, Marketing and Communications Assistant
Kim Quarty, Director of Conservation Planning
Karissa Raynor, Annual Giving and Grants Coordinator
Vanessa Rojano, Project Assistant
Leslie Salmeron, Digital Communications Associate
Yvette DeBow Salsedo, Vice President
Holly Sanford, Senior Project Manager
Irene Sierra, Senior Vice President of Human Resources 
  and Operations
April Sohn, Human Resources and Operations Assistant 
Matt Swain, Vice President 
Melanie A. Tebbens , Vice President 
Olivia Waterhouse, Donor Relations Coordinator
Julie Wesnofske, Senior Project Manager
Jacqueline Wilson, Stewardship Manager

Newsletter 
Yvette DeBow Salsedo, Editor
Bridget Q. Micieli-Martinez, Design 
Lead Contributor:  Kathy Kennedy
Contributors: Layton Guenther, Julia King, Leslie Salmeron,

Did You Know ? 
While many believe that the funds raised by the 

2% real estate transfer tax go to Peconic Land Trust 
for its conservation programs, this is incorrect! 

The Peconic Land Trust raises the majority 
of its funds through private donations. 

Thank you for your support!
The 2% real estate transfer tax paid by buyers goes 

directly to the Town in which the property 
purchased is located.


